Lyonsdown News - 15th March 2019
From the Headmaster’s Desk
I have often said how interesting my gate conversations with Year 6 are. This week, we discussed interplanetary
forces – a weighty subject for 8:30 in the morning, but an opportunity for the girls to demonstrate their
knowledge and perseverance as the questions became gradually more challenging.
To “show off” is a verb that has negative connotations. Some of its synonyms are “to boast, brag or crow,”
none of which one would want to be associated with. At Lyonsdown, we want the girls and boys to be
confident without a hint of arrogance. However, there is nothing wrong with showing others what you excel at,
and being famed for your independence, collaboration, creativity or any number of attributes.
Our Open Morning on Wednesday was a shining example of how to show one’s very best. The whole School
was involved, but our senior girls were given the responsibility of welcoming prospective parents to
Lyonsdown: our Head Girl team delivered two speeches and every girl took parents on a guided tour of the
School. The reviews of all our pupils and our teaching, learning and pastoral care were very positive, but the
Year 6 girls also received plaudits such as “they are amazing… they know so much… what wonderful young
women.” I am always proud of Lyonsdown, but even more so on a day such as this.
We also shared what our wonderful pupils can do at the first of our parents’ evenings; a chance to strengthen
the relationship between home and school. We continually review our provision in all areas, so I was pleased to
hear that both the style of the parents’ evening appointments themselves and improved booking system have
made it easier for families to organise their diaries.
Showing off is not something to be proud of, but Lyonsdown girls and boys should be proud of showing the
world the qualities and skills they possess. Our pupils’ personalities and characters are varied and be they a
scholar, musician or sportsperson, every single one of them has something to add to Lyonsdown.
All the best for a relaxing weekend.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this
Storm Freya and Gareth have kept us on our toes, but a house point to the pupil who can explain how wind is
created.

Thank you for attending the Numicon Training Session
Thank you to all of the parents, children and staff who came to last week’s Numicon
training session. It is estimated that children are likely to have spent 1,500 hours at school
engaged in mathematical learning by the end of their primary school years. Numicon helps
to make children curious and engaged in this, through enabling them to communicate
mathematically, to explore mathematical relationships and generalise – all vital skills for
our young mathematicians.
Mrs Young
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Reception
Red liquid spillage - Reception race to the rescue
In the Science Laboratory, red water had spilled
onto the worktop. The children were asked "what
material will best soak up the liquid?” Some tried
paper, others paper towels. When the children
decided that paper towels were more efficient and
the liquid was fully absorbed, Mrs Murphie asked
them to imagine how many paper towels might be
needed instead of a nappy to keep a baby dry. A
lively experiment followed, accompanied by gales of
laughter!
The Reception Team

Reception
Reception were reminded to stop, look and listen!
Sally Coles from Safer Movers talked to Reception
regarding Road Safety. The children asked lots of
questions and sang songs to help them remember
the rules of the road. The children were reminded
that every passenger needs to wear a safety belt,
including Teddy!
The Reception Team

Year 1
This week in Year 1, the children took part in a ‘hot seating’ role play activity where they took on the role of the
Queen. They asked each other questions and had to answer in character. This then helped them to write some
fantastic letters from the Queen.
The Year 1 Team
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Year 2
In topic this week, Year 2 have been learning more
about explorers. We did a ‘hot seating’ activity
where the children got to play Captain Scott whilst
the rest of the class asked ‘him’ questions about his
expedition to Antarctica. The children really enjoyed
this activity and gained lots of information to use in
their diary writing. Well done, Year 2.
The Year 2 Team

Year 3
At Country Dancing Club the girls have been
choreographing their own dances. Here are Year
3 dancing The Buzzy Bee, which they hope to
show in the next Music Assembly.
Mrs Young

Year 3
Year 3 enjoyed their trip to The National Portrait
Gallery on Tuesday. They did some super
pictures under the guidance of Ian, the artist from
the gallery. The only problem was the weather, but
we didn’t let that spoil our fun.
Mrs Smith
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Year 5
This week in Year 5’s form period, we discussed
some questions that would make us say
“Hmmmm...” to reflect this half term’s learning
habit of curiosity. The questions were:

There were no right or wrong answers to these,
just the chance to discuss, explain and to be
curious about other people’s thinking.
Mrs Young

Doing your best is more important than being the
best.
If there was an implant that allowed you to hear
everybody’s thoughts at all times, would you want
it? Would it be a blessing or a curse to know what
other people were thinking?
Would you rather play badly and win the game or
play with style and lose? Can you apply this idea to
life as well as sport?

Computing
Our pupils continue having fun creating various
apps using their coding skills. As well as other
types of coding, we use Discovery Coding to
save our created apps in our school’s gallery:
http://apps.espressocoding.co.uk/?
site_id=36726.
Coding and computational thinking are an
important part of our curriculum. Coding builds
confidence, fuels creativity, increases
perseverance and help pupils to learn that
making mistakes is part of learning.
Do have a look at our latest designs where you
can find helicopters, birds and even
suffragettes included in our apps.
Mrs Everett

4

ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Congratulations, Alaysha (Year 1)
Year 1 pupils have been investigating the animal
paintings by artist Albrecht Durer. They have been
learning how to use line to draw shape, how to use tone
to create form and they used pencil marks to convey
texture. Alaysha drew this splendid picture of a hare
after studying Durer’s ‘Hare’ watercolour painting. She
looked hard at the original, then created her own
interpretation. Well done.
Mrs Cowie

Ducklings are at Lyonsdown School!
Lyonsdown School took delivery of five duck eggs on Tuesday, 12th March. Three days later and all of the
ducklings have hatched. We are very excited to have ducklings in Lyonsdown for the first time. I know the
children are going to love the experience and learn a lot. Click on the link to be directed to our YouTube channel
and see the ducklings snuggling together. https://youtu.be/RwTcHwjK9Ng.
Mrs Murphie
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The Week Ahead
Tuesday 19th March

Upper School Barnet Sports Partnership Cross Country meet,
11:30am

Wednesday 20th March

Spring concert for Nursery and Reception parents, 11am.
Years 5 and 6 Netball match (home) v St Joseph’s In The Park.

Thursday 21st March

Spring concert for Year 1 and Year 2 Parents, 11am.
Parents’ Evening, 5pm—8pm (please refer to your e-form for
your allocated time slot..

The third merit awards for the Spring Term year are now available to view on the
parent Portal under ‘Awards’.

Lunch Menu: week commencing 18th March 2019
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily. HM—Homemade

V—Vegetarian MSC - Certified Sustainable Seafood

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main Course
Option 1

Meat Free Monday
Vegetarian
Sausage
Mashed Potatoes V
and Onion Gravy

Fish Fingers MSC
Baked Potato
Slices HM

Chicken and
Leek Pie HM
Roast Potatoes

Lamb
Bolognese and
Spaghetti HM

Quorn Burger in
a Bun and Oven
Chips

Vegetarian

Ratatouille HM
and Fluffy Rice V

Fine Bean and
Potato Curry and
Naan Bread HM V

Cheesy
Omelette HM V
Garlic Pasta

Neopolitan
Sauce and
Spaghetti HM V

Freshly Baked
Cheese and
Tomato Pizza

Carrot Baton
Peas
Mixed Salad

Cucumber Sticks
Baked Bean
Mixed Salad

Broccoli
Buttered Cabbage

Pea
Green Beans
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Mixed Salad

Fruity Flapjack HM
Raspberry Mousse

Fresh Fruit Pots
HM Yoghurt

Choc-Chip
Muffins HM
Vegetarian Jelly

Fresh Fruit Pots
HM Yoghurts

Chocolate
Brownie HM
Fruit Salad

Option 2

Sides
Desserts

6

7

