Lyonsdown News - 1st February 2019
From the Headmaster’s Desk
A friend of mine once told me: “I love snow for the same reason I love Christmas: it brings people together
while time stands still.”

On Friday, the Lyonsdown School community really did come together, persevere and collaborate as we
remained open as usual for those children who could safely reach us. Year 4 still visited the British Museum and
Reception welcomed a visiting author. In the twenty-first century, it may seem difficult to find opportunities to
show spirit, but a bit of snow is a perfect opportunity so demonstrate some resilience and show some grit (both
literally and metaphorically).
Many things are important in a school, but the most important is the requirement to keep children safe. We
always will endeavour to keep Lyonsdown open, if it is safe to do so for our children, parents and pupils, and it
was wonderful to hear that a mostly normal school day on Friday helped so many families. Thank you all of the
Lyonsdown staff, particularly Mr Sheridan, for making it so.
All the best for a relaxing weekend.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this
Carried over from last week: luckily wolves are banished to fairy tales, but who was the last real-life lumberjack
in the United Kingdom? Two house points to anyone who can solve this.

Parent Talk: 12th February 2019, with C J Simister, Is your
child ‘Future-Smart’?
We look forward to welcoming our parents from 7pm to
8:45pm on Tuesday 12th February 2019 to our Parent Talk
on is your child 'Future-Smart'?
Full details about this evening will be emailed to parents
shortly.
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Nursery
In Nursery, we are learning
about shapes.
We perfected our scissor
skills by cutting up pizza
into different shapes.
We started with a circle,
some children cut their
pizza into triangle slices
while others cut square,
rectangle and even
pentagon slices.
Afterwards, we shared our
pizzas and talked about
healthy eating.
The Nursery Team

Reception
Reception brave the ice!
Reception had a wonderful science lesson with
Mrs Murphie. Once the children were given their
own personal ice cube they discovered that ice is
a solid. When holding ice with very warm hands
they observed that ice melts and then becomes a
liquid. The children were shown a data logger
with a sensor and noted that the temperature
drops when placed in a freezer. They were shown
a variety of thermometers and discovered that 20
degrees is a good room temperature and
that their own body temperature is very
different.
The Reception Team
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Reception: Mathematical racers!
Reception have had great fun lately learning
ordinal numbers in a most lively and competitive
manner. This week they faced a major challenge of
looking at their own number but hearing a
number one less or one more than this, reacting
quickly and speedily racing around the circle. Huge
excitement!
The Reception Team

Year 2
This week in maths, Year 2 have continued with their
work on fractions. We have been looking at fractions
of shapes and have discovered that 2/4 is the same as
a ½. We had fun shading in halves of our shapes in as
many different ways as we could. Well done, Year 2

The Year 2 Team

Jewellery Club
This week in Jewellery Club, Years 1 and 2 were
busy designing and making necklaces. The girls had
great fun choosing what size of beads to use and
what colours. Look at our
fabulous designs!
Mrs Hall
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Year 3
Year 3 started work on capacity in Maths. The
children were measuring the capacity of a set of
containers, learning to read the scale on a jug. The
classroom stayed fairly dry!
Mrs Smith

Year 4
Year 4 thought about the feelings they get when
they are about to take a risk. These ranged from
butterflies in their tummy to having their mind
going blank. The next stage is to identify these
feelings as soon as they start, in order to try out
some calming techniques.
Mrs Young
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Year 6 Economics
In Year 6, we have been learning about Economics
in PSHCE. Last Friday, we played a game called ‘It’s
Not Fair’ by Oxfam. We were split into groups of
threes and fours and each group was given a job.
Two groups were sweet manufacturers in the UK,
two groups were sugar beet workers in Brazil and
two groups were sugar cane workers in Mexico.
Each group was given approximately 12 sheets of
paper with images of their produce. Sweet
manufacturers were given more resources to cut
out and colour their produce than the other
workers. These were the rules of the game:
A set of five
sweets were
equal to £20
A set of five
sugar beets
were equal to
£1
A set of ten
sugar canes

We have gathered a variety of opinions from each
of the groups:
“Even though we earnt £20 per five sweets, we
found that it was unfair for the other groups,
especially the sugar cane workers, who definitely
worked the hardest but earnt the least. I think we
definitely all understand how some people earn a
lot less than others even though they work a lot
harder.”

“We thought it was unfair because we only had
three people and had to colour five very fiddly
pictures and cut them out very neatly. We worked as
hard as we could and only earnt £1! To be fair, the
sugar canes had to work a lot harder. I now
understand how people who work a lot harder feel
when they don’t earn a lot of money.”
-Anna, a sugar beet worker
“I found it VERY unfair how the sweet manufacturers
earnt a lot more money than us but didn’t do much
work. Some people were not doing anything - not
because they didn’t want to, but because we didn’t
have the resources. We were working like crazy!”
-Kathleen, a sugar cane worker
The point of this activity was that we learnt that not
everybody in the world earns the same value of
payment. We also learnt that some people work a lot
harder for a lot less payment. The whole class
definitely found this unfair,
especially since they work
a lot harder. On the other
hand, we found this game
good fun. Something we all
took away from this is that
the world is not fair or
easy.
-Imani

-Rhea, a sweet manufacturer

Bible Facts
Did you know:
The word Bible comes from the Greek word ‘biblia’
which means book.
The Bible is a collection of 66 different books.
These are divided into:
39 books in the Old Testament – the history and
story of the Jewish people
27 books in the New Testament – the life and work
of Jesus
The Bible is a ‘guide book’ for Christians
It has been translated into 400 languages
It contains around 800,000 words
The Bible is the best-selling book of all time

The Bible comes in all different sizes too.
Mrs Windsor brought in her teeny tiny Bible for us
to see. You can tell how small it is in the photo as it
is lying next to her pen!

…well Year 5 know all of these facts!
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School Council
We were very pleased to welcome one of our
school Governors - Mrs Sheridan, to our meeting
this week.
All of our Council members raised and discussed
important matters that had been suggested by
their classes, and all under the skilful chairmanship
of our Head Girl Devi and Council Secretary Rhea,
our Deputy Head Girl.
Items on this half term's agenda ranged from
flickering lights in the toilet to putting olives in the
school salads.
All matters raised are either passed directly to
Mr Sheridan for his attention, or are discussed by
Mr Hammond and the Senior Leadership Team and
responses passed back to the Council at their next
meeting.
This week for example, Mrs Windsor was pleased
to be able to pass on the good news that the
request for a revamped playground made at the
November Council meeting was going to be acted
upon in the Summer holidays.

Computing
Safer Internet Day 2019
Mrs Everett would like to let you know that
Tuesday 5th February 2019 will be Safer Internet
Day. Please see the following links for activities on
the website and remember to always keep
yourself safe online:

Activities for Parents and Carers
A range of resources for parents and carers for
Safer Internet Day 2019

A request for a recycling bin for the playground
was also raised and Rhea will take this to the
Sustainability Council for their consideration.
We look forward to welcoming Mrs Sheridan back
to our next Council meeting which will be held in
March.
Mrs Windsor

To help you talk to your children about having a
positive and safe time online, they have created a
pack for parents and carers, including conversation
starters, a factsheet, family pledge card and more!
They have also produced a short film for parents
and carers to accompany this pack and serve as a
conversation starter.

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internetday/safer-internet-day-2019/sid-tv-2019/sid-tv2019-your-choice-or-mine-film-parents

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internetday/safer-internet-day-2019/education-packs/
activities-parents-and-carers
Safer Internet Day 2019 will be celebrated globally
on Tuesday 5th February 2019 with the slogan
“Together for a better internet”, the day provides
a fantastic opportunity to engage with children
about their digital lives.
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ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Congratulations SAFIYA (YEAR 3)
Year 3 have been learning about Picasso’s different styles. They learned
that Picasso and his friend Georges Braque developed a new style called
cubism. Safiya created this colourful cubist portrait showing different
viewpoints of the face at the same time, with fragmented shapes. The
end result is wonderful- well done .
Mrs Cowie

The Week Ahead
Tuesday 5th February

LAMDA exams in school.
Years 5 and 6 robot visit in school.

Wednesday 6th February

Year 6 ISA London North Netball Tournament.

Friday 8th February

Year 2 Polar Day in school.

Lunch Menu: week commencing 4th February 2019
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily. HM—Homemade

V—Vegetarian

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main Course
Option 1

Meat Free
Monday
Pasta in Roast
Garlic and
Tomato Sauce
HM V

Chinese New Year
Chicken Chow Mein
and Egg Noodles V
HM

Mild ChilliCon-Carne HM
and Fluffy Rice

Chicken and
Spinach Biryani
HM and Naan
Bread

Oven Baked MSC
Fish Fingers
Oven Chips

Vegetarian
Option 2

Sweet Potato
Falafel and
Hummus Wrap
HM V

Vegetable Spring
Roll and Veggie
Fried Rice HM

Macaroni
Cheese
Garlic Bread

Cheesy Jacket
Potato V HM

Freshly Baked
Cheese and
Tomato Pizza V
HM

Sides

Carrot Batons
Peas Mixed Salad

Chinese Vegetables
Rainbow Coleslaw
Mixed Salad

Baked Beans
Cucumber
Sticks
Mixed Salad

Peas
Buttered
Cabbage
Mixed Salad

Carrot Baton
Sweetcorn
Mixed Salad

Apple and
Blackberry
Crumble and
Custard HM
Strawberry
Mousse

Freshly Cut Fruit
HM Yoghurtsand
Fortune Cookie

Choc Chip Oat
Cookie HM
Fruit Jelly V

Freshly Cut Fruit
HM Yoghurts

Blueberry
Muffins HM
Ice Cream

Dessert
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Click for more details

