Lyonsdown News - 15th February 2019
From the Headmaster’s Desk
It is not only the result that matters, but the child’s journey towards that result is a message that rings in my
ears. This week, we had the pleasure of welcoming Jane Simister to Lyonsdown, to deliver staff training and our
termly Parent Talk. Both staff and our Lyonsdown Learning Prefect are abuzz with ideas for teaching and
learning in school that will be woven into our already exciting plans for curriculum development. It was great to
hear that parents are in support of developing character: praise was universal but “that was inspirational” sums
things up nicely. If you would like to learn more about Jane’s work, click here.
If the above was my highlight of the week, some rather colourful Trolls would be the selection of the children
as the half term ended with another successful FLS Movie Night. My thanks to the FLS team for organising and
running the event; I may not be the target audience for Anna Kendrick (although I did tweet her about our
event) but having a range of events throughout the school year really does bring Lyonsdown to life.
Today also marks the last day for a member of staff. Mrs Adams leaves us after twenty-nine years’ association
with the School, first as Welfare Officer and Teaching Assistant and then, more recently, as a reading helper.
Community involvement at Lyonsdown is so important, and Mrs Adams will be sorely missed. I am delighted
we have already persuaded her to pop back for the odd trip.
Half time in the year, half term for the Spring Term. A chance to relax and recharge the batteries. I know
children, parents and staff alike will enjoy a variety of wonderful activities during the break – one child told me
they were going to the Arctic which, even if not true, shows a fascinating imagination. Whether you are with
friends or family, home or abroad (I count this as anywhere outside the M25), I wish you all the best.
C. Hammond

Headmaster’s Coffee Morning
We will be hosting another coffee morning on Tuesday, 5th March from
8.50am – 9.30am. Do come along to chat with myself and other parents over
a cup of tea or coffee.
Please respond to the e-form to confirm your attendance.
We look forward to see you there.

Parking
Please DO NOT park across driveways on Richmond Road and Gloucester
Road or any surrounding roads. Please consider how you would feel if you
could not leave for work on time or get back in your driveway. Please set
your children an example, and park responsibly. We try to keep good
relations with our local families and having parents park across driveways,
damages the school’s reputation.
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Nursery
Nursery have been learning about healthy eating and
food that we can enjoy occasionally.
We went to see Mrs Northage in the kitchen to find
out where our food comes from.
Mrs Northage showed us how to make bread
(healthy food) and turn it into a pizza (a Friday treat).
We loved trying it and describing the taste.
The Nursery Team

Mrs Murphie’s Magic Magnets
Reception enjoyed a wonderful magical session in the
Science laboratory. They learned that magnets can be
attracted to metal and with huge enthusiasm, set out
on a metal hunt! The children enjoyed time
experimenting with their individual magnets and then
later, when in pairs, were absorbed in their own
investigations. Pairs were given powerful magnets
which they thoroughly enjoyed prising apart like
festive crackers. Huge laughter could be heard
around the lab when individuals successfully
separated them and then struggled to keep their own
balance!
The Reception Team
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Year 1
Following on from C.J. Simister’s workshop, the children in
Year 1 demonstrated curiosity by asking great questions
about this picture. They really enjoyed this challenge and
improved their questioning skills.
Why is there a juggler?
What sort of music are they listening to?
How are they entertaining themselves?
What type of clothes are they wearing?
What instrument is being played?
How did they make all of the food?
Why are they eating with their hands?
What are they eating?
Who is the man sitting in the big chair?
Are the tables the same size?
The Year 1 Team

Jewellery Club
This week in Jewellery Club, the Year 1s and 2s
made keyrings. The children used a range of
colours and sizes of beads. Look at our creations!
Mrs Hall
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Poetry Corner
NIGHT POEM BY INES (Year 4)
Outside is full of mysterious shadows,
Howling screeches and a gloomy sky.
Night is brooding and dawn is looming.
Outside is full of mysterious shadows,
Frightening shadows and sounds.
Twinkling stars,
The eerie sky is moving,
The timeless night is passing by.
Outside is full of shadows,
Creeping and crawling,
Creatures, lampposts lit up
All in the night time.

Fencing
"Lyonsdown wins first ever fencing match"
Paul Davis Fencing Academy welcomed two schools
to the Herts School Fencing League on Monday. It
was the first ever match for Lyonsdown School and
the second in the League for York House. Both teams
fenced to a very high standard and showed great
sportsmanship. It was an exciting match, and both
school teams should be proud of their performance.
The result was:
Lyonsdown School 45 – York House School 29
Paul Davis Fencing Academy
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♪All Things books and reading,
All poems, plays and prose.
All things fact and fiction,

Wednesday 6th March
Second Hand Book Fayre
Each spring at school, we focus on reading and
raising money for charity by doing so.

At our school, we love those.♪
(Sung to the tune of: All Things Bright and Beautiful!)
Dear Children,
Lots of exciting things to do with books and reading
are coming up at Lyonsdown in March.
Read on below to find out more:

Some of you will remember that we held a second hand
book fayre a few years ago and what fun it was. Well,
we are going to do so again on Wednesday 6th March.

Donating Books

st

Friday 1 March
The Upper School will once again welcome
The Young Shakespeare Company to school to
perform A Midsummer Night’s Dream. We always
look forward to their performances, particularly as
we get involved in the acting too!

I’m sure that you have many books at home which
you would like to donate, and we are
asking that you bring in, by Tuesday 5th March, no
more than 5 GOOD QUALITY NEW or SECOND HAND
children’s books, For example: fiction, poetry,
non-fiction and picture books. Please check to make
sure there are no scribbles, missing pages or tears in
the books you donate.

Buying books
On Wednesday 6th March , please bring in a NAMED
bag and some money: up to £5 – preferably in 50p,
£1 and £2 coins in a NAMED purse to give to your
teacher. In the afternoon, you will have an
opportunity to go around all the stalls and buy some
‘new ‘books to enjoy.

Wednesday 6th March
We are going to have our annual Literacy Dress Up
Day in school. So have a look through your
wardrobe and start to plan your outfit!
£1 minimum donation to Book Aid International.

Each book will be priced at £1 and all the money we
raise will go to Book Aid International. Please take a
look at their website to find out how your money will
go to provide books for children less fortunate so
that they can enjoy reading for pleasure too.
www.bookaid.org
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Thursday 7th March
When you come back to school after half term,
you will be given your £1 book token which can
be used between 28th February and 31st March.
Visit the World Book Day website https://
www.worldbookday.com/books/ to find out
more and particularly to see the list of books
that will only cost you £1!

Thursday 7th March
Years 5 and 6 are off to The Globe Theatre!
Years 5 and 6 will be visiting The Globe Theatre to
(amongst other things), take part in a workshop on
the Shakespeare play: A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

So there’s lots for everyone to get involved in with Lyonsdown literature next month!
Mrs Windsor

Eco-News
New Recycling Boxes!
Our brand new recycling bins for plastic, batteries
and mixed paper and card have now been installed
under our eco-board. They are being used by the
whole school to make sure we recycle responsibly.

Food Waste!
We are now displaying the amount of food wasted
at lunchtimes on our eco-board. The results for
January show that food waste is on the rise, and so
to try and change this, look out for our ‘Waste Free
Week’ which will take place after half term!

Competition Time!
Our Sustainability Prefect, Demi, has launched an
eco-competition for the Whole School to take part
in. She would like you to design an eco-mascot for
Lyonsdown School. A design of one mascot must be
drawn on A4 paper and be submitted to the office
by Friday 1st March 2019.

Miss Doyle and the Eco-Team

Prizes are to be won for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place!
Good Luck!
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ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Congratulations MORAYO (YEAR 4)
Year 4 have recently been learning about Ancient Greek
Myths and legends in history, English and art lessons.
Morayo made this wonderful clay sculpture of Pegasus
without any help, showing great skills in creativity,
independence and perseverance. Well done.
Mrs Cowie

The Week Ahead
Half-term Monday 18th February—Friday 22nd February
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