Lyonsdown News - 25th January 2019
From the Headmaster’s Desk
Life itself is the most wonderful fairy tale, said Hans Christian Anderson, author of The Little Mermaid. As is often the
case as Headmaster of a school, much of my inspiration comes from the children. In this case, 1H’s assembly
reminded me of my fascination with fairy tales and their meanings.
Oral history is a fascinating topic, and allegorical tales (be they fairy tales, myths or fables) teach us so much about
the time they were created. You will find wolves cropping up in Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs and a
selection of Aesop’s Fables. The message here is clear to European medieval children: wolves are dangerous.
Such stories still have important messages for children today: this week, girls and boys have told me that fairy tales
have helped them understand the importance of not talking to strangers, keeping to the path and
following rules. One of the many wonders of reading is that children learn to explore the meaning of a story, but
everyday experiences also help children decide the sort of person they want to be and form a strong sense of the
correct way to act. An important element of learning at Lyonsdown is the range of activities that we provide for
children, so they can discover what their interests are and develop their character. When a Year 6 pupil spots a door
stop is missing and asks if she may fetch another, she is showing the importance of being responsible and helpful for
the benefit of others. If younger children witness this, and the praise from her teacher, the Year 6 girl becomes a
role model – she has shown others the way.
Although Disney may have changed the plot of Anderson’s tale about mermaids and princes, the moral of the story
is the same. As Sebastian the crab has it: Children get to be free to lead their own lives. Children have a great deal of
choice as they grow up and, with support and guidance, are more than responsible enough to do the right thing.
All the best for a relaxing weekend.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this
An answer first: horses make for excellent ballerinas because they permanently walk en pointe, on their toes.
This week: luckily wolves are banished to fairy tales, but who was the last real-life lumberjack in the
United Kingdom?

Parent Talk: 12th February 2019, with C J Simister, Is your
child ‘Future-Smart’?
We look forward to welcoming our parents from 7pm to
8:45pm on Tuesday 12th February 2019 to our Parent Talk
on is your child 'Future-Smart'?
Full details about this evening will be emailed to parents
next week.
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Nursery
It’s been a cold week in the outdoor classroom.
This week we experimented with water to see what
happens at night.
On Wednesday morning we found the glitter water
had frozen, we searched for frozen sounds in the
literacy tray and discovered the shapes and cubes
had frozen in the maths tray. We also made
footprints in the fresh snow and learned words to
describe the sounds our feet made. We learned not
to run and also spotted animal footprints in the snow
first thing in the morning. We were amazed that
water became solid and excited to see it turn back to
liquid by the end of the day.
The Nursery Team

Year 1
This week in Year one, we
have been reading the
traditional tale of ‘Jack
and the Beanstalk’.
We had a classroom
debate about who was
right or wrong in the
story. Most children
thought Jack was wrong
for sneaking into the
Giant’s house and stealing
his golden hen and harp.
We have had great fun
acting out different parts
from the story.
The Year 1 Team
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Year 2
In Year 2, we have begun to look at fractions. We
have looked at the most common fractions and
have learnt that fractions represent part of a
whole. To help us with our learning, we played
some games. We had lots of fun.
The Year 2 Team.

Year 3
Year 3 have been learning to tie ties. We used
our new found skills to make posters with
instructions on.
Mrs Smith

Year 5
Year 5 have attempted the impossible – to
understand Brexit! They have looked at the
sequence of events from the Referendum to the
vote of No Confidence and enjoyed a good
discussion about the extraordinary events
happening currently in British politics.
Mrs Polak
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Spinning & Weaving Workshop
This week, Nursery to Year 5 have taken part in a spinning and weaving workshop. Thank you to Xanthe and
Katerina’s mother and grandmother for coming in and teaching our pupils this ancient textile art. Here are some
news items from the week:

Reception ‘Spin a Yarn’
Reception have been enjoying stories that
Incorporate a spinning wheel.
Katerina and Xanthe’s grandmother, Ann,
kindly arrived at Lyonsdown with her
trusty spinning wheel to gasps of
amazement from Reception children. Ann
brought with her a wealth of experience
having previously worked at the National
Trust’s Quarry Bank Mill, Cheshire.
Reception marvelled at the size of a real
fleece, practised carding and then with
huge excitement, spun the fleece on the
spinning wheel. A wonderful experience
for all.
Our grateful thanks to both Ann and her
daughter for their time, energy and
enthusiasm.
The Reception Team

Year 2
Year 2 were very lucky this week, as
Xanthe and Katernina’s grandmother came
in to show us her spinning wheel. We were
told about how the wool from a sheep was
spun into yarn using the wheel. We got to
hold a whole sheepskin and got the chance
to card the wool using special brushes with
metal spikes. Finally we all got a go to spin
the wheel and make the yarn. It was so
much fun and very informative. Thank you
to Xanthe and Katerina’s grandmother and
mother.
The Year 2 Team
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Day 2: Weaving workshop
It was wonderful to see the Art Room turn into a mini mill on Thursday when a spinning and weaving expert held a
weaving workshop for pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5. She set up 8 different types of loom and taught the girls how to
create woven cloth using different yarns and recycled plastic bags and packaging. The results were amazing! The
girls especially loved the Inkle loom and were really inspired to see Ann’s swimming bag, which she had woven out
of carrier bags. She also taught them lace making which the girls found fascinating. It was a fantastic cross curricular
day, as pupils have been learning about the ancient skill of weaving in history lessons, DT and Art. A big thank you to
Ann for such a fun, creative and inspiring day– we look forward to welcoming you back to Lyonsdown again soon!
Mrs Cowie
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ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Congratulations Sianna (Year 4)
Year 4 have recently finished designing and
making their own purses in DT. Sianna showed
great perseverance and learned new sewing
skills when making this eye catching purse. Not
only does her purse look good, it is also highly
functional with two compartments and a zip
fastener. Well done.
Mrs Cowie

The Week Ahead
Tuesday 29th January

Reception—Year 2 Orthoptist in School (to the parents who consented)
Year 5 PGL Information evening at 6.30pm in the Year 5 classroom.
Year 5 Future Schools Meeting at 7.30pm in the School Hall.

Friday 1st February

Reception book talk with Abie Longstaff in school
Year 4 trip to the British Museum

The first merit awards for the Spring Term year are now available to view on the parent Portal under
‘Awards’.

Lunch Menu: week commencing 28th January 2019
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily. HM—Homemade

V—Vegetarian

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main
Course
Option 1

Meat Free Monday
Jacket Potato
HM with
Cheese/ Beans V

Battered Fish Fillet
MSC and New
Potatoes

Chicken Fajita with
Salsa and Crème
Fraiche HM and
Spicy Potato Wedges
HM

Turkey Meatballs
in Sweet Pepper
Tomato Sauce HM
and Spaghetti

Cheese and
Tomato
Pizza V HM

Vegetarian
Option 2

Sweet Potato
with Feta and
Chives HM V

Roast Vegetable
Frittata and Garlic
Pasta HM V

Mediterranean Pasta
Bake HM V

Vegetarian
Meatballs in Sweet
Pepper Tomato
Sauce HM and
Wholegrain Rice

Quorn
Burger in a
Bun V Oven
Chips

Sides

Broccoli
Baked Beans
Green Salad

Carrots
Peas
Green Salad

Buttered Cabbage
Green Beans
Green Salad

Cauliflower
Peas
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Green Salad

Fruit Yoghurts
and Fruit Pots
HM

Lemon Sponge and
Custard HM
Vegetarian Jelly Pot

Fruit Pots HM
Yoghurts

Beetnik Cakes HM
Vegetarian Fruit
Juice Jelly HM

Peach Slices
Melon
Wedges

Dessert

6

