Lyonsdown News - 11th January 2019
From the Headmaster’s Desk
I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break.
This week saw a major announcement about the future of Lyonsdown and our plans to embrace all girls’ education
and become an all girls’ School by 2022. More information can be found by clicking here. It has been wonderful to
speak to so many parents about the developments we have planned, including enriching our curriculum and
enhancing our buildings and facilities, and to see so many of the children excited about the news. If you would like
to discuss anything about our plans, please do not hesitate to catch me at the gate, or arrange a time to speak when
convenient for you.
Christmas is always a wonderful time of year, a chance to relax and reenergise. The children have come back to
Lyonsdown enthusiastic to learn and get stuck into the Spring Term. Some girls and boys have told me about the
gifts they were lucky enough to receive, with books and board games coming in as top choices. Free time gives us
that opportunity to indulge a passion, or hobby… perhaps numismatics or hockey, and I hope that any new interests
your daughter or son has discovered over the break, will continue to be explored at school and at home.
But, as well as exploring extra-curricular opportunities, for some, the Spring Term also brings the challenge of, or
preparation for, exams and entry tests for Year 6 girls and Year 2 boys. Some may also sit academic, music or other
scholarships. The next few months are certainly a time to persevere (this term’s Lyonsdown Learning habit) for
these children, but working hard is an attribute that all the pupils benefit from. In my assembly on Monday, the fact
that the most senior girls in the school could not tie a tie was by no means a disaster. Not being able to give the right
answer or perform a skill, an experience everyone has gone through, is not necessarily bad. It teaches us what we
are successful at and what we cannot do yet. Learning is a journey, and there is always something to improve. Hard
work will always be worthwhile and valued.
I hope you all have a relaxing weekend.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this
Horses are almost perfect animals, so on pointe, but why would they make excellent ballerinas?

Follow us on social media for all the latest news and events:
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Year 3
Year 3 had their first introduction to Maths Whizz
this week. Everyone has worked very hard to finish
the initial assessment.
Mrs Smith

Lyonsdown Debating Club
Today in assembly, the Debating club held their first
debate of the year. Last term the club members used
two Lyonsdown Learning habits, collaboration and
independence, to think of the motion, construct their
arguments for or against in their teams and also to
consider the points for rebuttal. The girls also
designed persuasive posters to add a visual aid during
the presentations.
Today’s debate was focused on the motion:
Children should be able to wear jewellery to school
Many robust points were put forward for and against,
and the audience listened attentively throughout.
When it was time to vote, the debaters left the hall
and pupils cast their vote – or abstained as they
wished.
It was a tight margin but in the end, the motion was
defeated.
We were very proud of both teams – all the girls
demonstrated confidence, clarity and persuasion in
both what they said and more importantly, how they
said it. And in true British sportsmanship style, shook
hands with each other at the end. Well done to all
four girls who led the debate. You did yourselves and
your school proud. We now look forward to our next
debate coming soon!
Mrs Windsor
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ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Congratulations Ieva (2T)
Year 2 pupils have created wonderful art work
inspired by The Great Fire of London. They
used a combination of collage and print making
techniques to make bold and colourful
pictures. Ieva’s work was outstanding, showing
excellent use of materials and wonderful ideas.
Well done.
Mrs Cowie

Creativity Corner
How do writers create memorable settings for their stories?
In English this week, Year 4 have been analysing the techniques published authors use.
We welcome in the New Year with this lovely description of a very cosy room.
Mrs Brighton

My Living-room by Fleur Year 4
It has floral sofas and rugs and dark plank wood
coffee tables with grass green coasters. Rainbow
candles flicker with their orangey-red. They dance
and shake their wonderful flame. The small TV sits
there on the black table, all the buttons shine
brightly in the sun. The lamps and light up above are
red with crimson and a burning mantelpiece sits there
flaming and fuming. Light whooshes in from the
window. Soft carpet in your toes.
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IT News 2019.
A funny thing happened to me during the holidays. As part of my Network Manager’s role I
was working with an external technician to migrate the gate and door entry software. I had
the usual long list of tasks to work through and once things were underway I asked him if
he would mind if I made a start on another job while it was all installing. Having received
an affirmative, I reached for my tools and a pile of new SSD hard drives and set to
swapping the old for the new.
Unscrewing laptop screws can be a fiddly job but is not particularly difficult, and accessing hard drives is
something I do often, but I became aware that I was being very closely scrutinised as I toiled. After a moment he
could not contain his astonishment any longer. A pleasant and chatty man, he was dumbfounded to see a
female doing this task. It transpired that he had never witnessed a woman using a screwdriver.
This inspired my thinking for this newsletter to say please do make sure all our children are given experiences
that can enrich them in so many ways and to take care not to make assumptions about things that may or may
not be suitable dependant on gender. Of course, safety is a different aspect and that must always be
considered.
In that vein, I have seen that there is a website https://idea.org.uk/ that helps you develop digital, enterprise
and employability skills for free. “Through our series of online challenges and events, you can win career and
life enhancing badges, unlock new opportunities and, ultimately, gain industry recognised awards that help you
stand out from the crowd. iDEA is about lifelong learning, for anyone who wants to develop their skills.”
Although it is free, it involves creating a user login using an email address so you will need to decide if it is of
any interest to anyone in your family, as it may be more suitable for secondary-aged pupils. Subjects include
teamwork, ecommerce, cyber spies, design psychology, image specialist, colours, video editing, graphic design,
growth hacking and the art of selling, and many, many more.
Happy New Year to all.
Mrs Everett

Art Request
Please save any outer wrappers from multi
packs of sweets, chocolate bars, biscuits and
any unwanted plastic carrier bags and bring
them to the School Office. They will be used for
art projects. Please ensure any wrappers are
clean, as children will be handling them.
Thank you.
Mrs Cowie
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Happy New Year Lyonsdown Parents
from the FLS Team!
This term we are saving the parents the trouble of packing a snack for one day on
Monday 21st January in celebration of
National Popcorn Day by supplying wonderful
varied flavours for your child to experience at
snack time! If your child would like to take
part, its only £2 and you will see members of
the FLS selling tickets at pick up all week. In
other news Movie Night was such a success
we have decided to put it on every term,
watch this space for details.
Eliana and the FLS Team

Lunch Menu: week commencing 14th January 2019
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily.
HM—Homemade V—Vegetarian
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main Course
Option 1

Meat Free Monday
Vegetarian
Sausage New
Potatoes and
Onion Gravy HM

Cajun Chicken
Wrap HM

Lamb Bolognese
and Spaghetti HM

Roast Dinner Day
Roast Chicken HM
Roast Potatoes
Gravy

Sticky BBQ
Chicken
Drumsticks
and Oven
Chips

Vegetarian
Option 2

Ratatouille HM
and Fluffy Rice

Macaroni
Cheese and
Garlic Bread
HM

Cous-Cous
Stuffed Pepper
HM V

Quorn Fillet
Roast Potatoes

Freshly
Baked
Cheese and
Tomato
Pizza V HM

Carrot Batons
Peas
Mixed Salad

Cucumber
Sticks
Baked Beans
Mixed Salad

Peas
Green Beans
Mixed Salad

Broccoli
Buttered Cabbage
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Mixed Salad

Apple Crumble and
Custard HM
Raspberry Mousse

Fresh Fruit
Pots HM
Yoghurt

Fruity Flapjack
HM
Vegetarian Jelly
Pot

Fresh Fruit Pots
HM
Yoghurts

Chocolate
Crispy
Square HM
Ice Cream

Sides

Desserts
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