Lyonsdown News - 7th December 2018
From the Headmaster’s Desk
The first of December has come and gone, and I am glad to announce that the festive season is in full swing. The
highlight of the week was the Lower School Nativity, with two stunning performances showcasing the quality of
music and acting at Lyonsdown. This is a standard that does not happen without hard work, and so thank you to
parents, pupils and staff for their endeavours. The girls and boys threw themselves into the project and the
atmosphere of the school was filled with Christmas spirit as a result.
The FLS Cake Sale was also a wonderful example of our community coming together. The range of patisserie on offer
was fantastic and the event proved as popular as ever. It also gave me the chance to wish a Happy
Hanukkah to several families; if you are celebrating this week, I do hope the festivities have gone well.
For obvious reasons, there is a great deal of wrapping paper around School at the moment, and I used this as the
focus for my assembly this week. Judging a book (or any other present) by its cover does not always lead to an
accurate prediction of what is inside the external appearance of the paper. To prove this was the case with people,
two lucky girls were chosen to be wrapped up by Year 6. The rest of the children then tried to describe them which
proved almost impossible: “there are green and four feet tall.” I was delighted that pupils were able to give advice
on how to get to know others: speaking and spending time with them being particularly impressive suggestions.
The final week is busy and full of fun – the girls and boys know they need to be sharp, and pay attention, to make
the most of what is on offer. I am very much looking forward to the flurry of activity and glad to confirm that we
have reserved a place on the roof for Father Christmas’ sleigh on Wednesday.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Carol Service at St Johns the Baptist Church, High Barnet at 2.00pm on
Tuesday, 11th December and wish you a relaxing weekend.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this: a solution and a constant mystery. It is true that both apes and humans have opposable thumbs, but
glass still remains unclear to all, with 15 incorrect answers submitted thus far. This riddle will close at the end of the
term.

Parking
Some parents continue to park illegally over local residents dropped kerbs and
driveways preventing them going to and from their homes. We would ask that you be
mindful of our neighbours when parking on the residential streets. Local residents will
ask you to move if you park illegally.
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Nursery
Nursery have been learning about Hanukkah and
getting ready for Christmas in Nursery.
Reuben is making doughnuts and potato cakes and
Alexander has made some Christmas decorations.
The Nursery Team

Reception's 4-5 year olds meet the young at heart

Reception brought a little sparkle to the lives of residents of Cedars Care Centre, Richmond Road. Our 4-5 year olds
sang with gusto their much-loved phonic songs. Afterwards the children presented each resident with a picture
they had drawn and coloured. Staff from the Care Centre were visibly moved by the responses of their residents
and Lyonsdown staff felt privileged to witness the children's wonderful interaction with the young at heart.
Our thanks to the EYFS governor Mrs Sheridan, our Reception volunteer, Mrs Ugo and Mrs Adams for
accompanying us.
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve
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Mischievous elves in Reception!
Headmaster furious!
Two elves have appeared in Reception and are
causing havoc. Pencil pots have been overturned,
reading bags emptied and counters sprinkled all
over the floor. One elf made his way to
Mr Hammond's room and ate his cakes and was
found playing on his computer! Reception children
are appalled by their behaviour.
Reception staff are working hard to gain control of
the elves. We apologise for any unnecessary
distress.
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve

Year 2 Nativity
This week, Year 2 have performed the Christmas
Nativity ‘Hey Ewe.’ The children had a busy week,
performing to the Upper School on Tuesday,
Nursery and Reception parents on Wednesday and
Year 1 and Year 2 parents on Thursday. Each and
every one of them did so well. They have worked
hard for a number of weeks perfecting their lines
and actions. We are so proud of them! Well done,
Year 2!
The Year 2 Team
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Geography News: Eastings Northings
Year 6 pupils brushed up their map-reading skills
this week using six-figure co-ordinates. So, if
Rudolph and Santa happen to stray off course on
Christmas Eve, we know 22 Lyonsdown pupils who
can show them the way!
Mrs Brighton

Connecting the Past to the Present through
Treasured Memories
On Wednesday of this week, Year 6 had a very
special history lesson. Mrs Antoniou (Katarina and
Xanthe’s mum) came into class, along with her
mother, Mrs Martin, to talk to the girls about their
family’s service in both World Wars.
Not only did the girls hear about, see and handle
many treasured items from the family album, but
more excitingly, they were shown some medals that
had been awarded to Mrs Antoniou’s Great Uncle
Tom for his service in World War I and her
grandfather Arthur’s medals for his service in World
War II.

History is made from the lives of ordinary and extra
ordinary people and events. We can learn so much
about our lives today, by studying the way life was
lived and experienced by our forebears in the past.
Mrs Antoniou also told us about the Girl Guides’
amazing contributions to the war effort in both
World Wars. Something that is not widely known
perhaps, but is not surprising to hear, particularly
since the Girl Guide motto is ‘Be Prepared’.
What a fascinating afternoon we all had.
Thank you Mrs Antoniou and Mrs Martin for sharing
your family treasures and heirlooms with us.
Mrs Windsor and Year 6
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Artist of the Week
Congratulations Grace (RG)
Reception class pupils have practised their cutting
and sticking skills and they have been busy working
on wonderful festive art and craft projects. Grace
carefully created a colourful border on canvas, using collage papers and ribbon, then made her own
hand print to go with a lovely poem beside it. Well
done for producing such neat, eye catching work
Grace!
Mrs Cowie

Seasonal IT News
“It’s time to say enjoy your
day, it’s time to sing
along.”
These are the first words
you hear when listening to
our Lyonsdown School
singing Christmas tree.
This fun animation was made a while ago. The
children involved in creating their fabulous tree
display which adorned their classroom wall at the
time, had quite a shock the first time they saw it
singing.
“A time to share, a time to care as we sing our
Christmas song.”

I don’t tend to recommend using the Google Search
Engine for our younger pupils to use unattended, but
they are offering some seasonal fun including
https://santatracker.google.com/codelab.html which
has some coding activities. These start off extremely
simple at level one and I am not sure how complex it
becomes by level 14.
https://santatracker.google.com/educators.html lists
all the various activities under subject headings but I
have not yet had the time to try them all, so do
check them out yourself.
Have fun!
Mrs Everett

Do enjoy it at home https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7BuUWbYc-5s
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Carol Service at St John’s the Baptist Church,
Tuesday, 11th December at 2pm.
We are very much looking forward to celebrating the season of Christmas
together at St John the Baptist Church, High Barnet, next Tuesday at 2pm.
Here are a few final arrangements to note:
*
*
*
*
*
*

Children should not bring their school bag to school (as they will be
going straight home directly from the church).
They may however, bring their morning snack and water bottle –
No badges on cardigans please.
Cardigans to be done up, so please check for any missing buttons.
Girls’ hair: tied back as necessary, with inconspicuous hair ties and bands in natural or dark green/purple
school colours.
Unless very cold, if scarves, gloves and hats could be left at home please. This will ensure that they do
not get lost or forgotten at the church, as well as giving maximum room for pupils to sit comfortably in
the pews during the service.

We respectfully ask that no photography or videoing takes place.
Thank you very much for your support in these matters. We look forward to a very special afternoon.
Mrs Windsor

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day—Wednesday, 12th December 2018

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day – Wed Dec 12th
It's that time of year again! Lyonsdown School will be taking part in Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day!
This gives our students an opportunity to get silly for a serious cause. By donating £1 all pupils and staff at
Lyonsdown will be putting on their festive knits to help save the lives of children all over the world.
No need to go out and buy a Christmas jumper, give your child the chance to create their own festive fun by
decorating a jumper they already have. Stick or sew on some homemade decorations, some tinsel and some
bells and jingle all the way to school!
Children should come to school in their uniform wearing a Christmas jumper with their suggested £1 donation
for Save the Children.
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The Week Ahead
Mon 10th

Rec– Year 6, Rehearsal for carol service
at St John the Baptist Church.

Thurs 13th

Rec—Year 6 Scavenger Hunt in school

Fri 14th Dec

End of Term. Finishing Terms:
Nursery:
12.00pm
Reception:
12.10pm
Years 1 and 2: 12.20pm
Years 3 to 6: 12.30pm

Lower School Pantomime ‘Beauty and
the Beast’, in school .
Tues 11th

Carol Service at St John the Baptist
Church, 2pm.

Wed 12th

Christmas jumper day
FLS Santa’s Grotto
Christmas lunch
Reports to parents

Lunch Menu: week commencing 10th December 2018
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily.
HM—Homemade V—Vegetarian

MONDAY
Main Course
Option 1

Jacket Potato HM
and Cheese /Baked
Beans V

TUESDAY
Fish Fillet Potato
Wedges HM

WEDNESDAY
Xmas Lunch Today
Turkey/ Quorn V
Veggie Sausage V

THURSDAY
Cheese and
Tomato
Pizza V HM

FRIDAY
No School
Lunch Today.
Half Day

Vegetarian
Option 2

Sweet Potato
Falafel Wrap V

Cheese Omelette
HM V
Garlic Pasta HM

Stuffing V
Roast Potatoes

Quorn
Burger in a
Bun V
Oven Chips

Side

Baked Beans
Beetroot
Mixed Salad

Green Beans
Peas
Green Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Gravy

Cucumber
Sticks
Peas
Mixed Salad

Fruit Yoghurts
and Fruit Pots HM

Chocolate Chip
Muffin HM Jelly
Pot

Surprise Dessert
Xmas Chocolate
Christmas Cracker

Ice Cream
HM
Peach Slices

Merry
Christmas
And a
Happy New
Year!

Desserts

7

