Lyonsdown News - 14th December 2018
From the Headmaster’s Desk
Mahatma Gandhi said “where there is love, there is life” and Lyonsdown School has been full of girls and boys
thoroughly enjoying the Prep School experience over the past few weeks. The end of any term is both busy and
exciting, but the number of events that occur during the crescendo towards Christmas is a wonder to behold.
The girls, boys and staff have worked tirelessly throughout a very successful term, but to top things off with a
Nativity, Carol Service, pantomime, Cake Sale, Christmas jumper day, Christmas lunch, Santa’s Grotto and a
Scavenger Hunt is truly impressive. A busy school is a happy school: this term has been blessed with a series of
wonderful highlights, and the range of activities that take place at Lyonsdown means that our pupils can all choose
their favourite to cherish. Moving towards the 25th December reminds us to cling to the important things in life.
Christmas is a strong reminder of what really matters. Tuesday’s Carol Service was not only a showcase of the
musical quality of the school; it was a celebration of a small baby who became incredibly important to the World, a
gift given to Mary and Joseph. Without this gift, our wonderful school events would not take place, and the end of
the Autumn Term would be less colourful. In my assembly on Friday, I reminded the girls and boys that Christmas is
not really about presents and decorations. It is about love, the love we show in our faith, and to friends and family.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for all of your support this term and throughout 2018. None of
the above could be achieved without you as part of our strong community. One of the achievements of this term
that has especially pleased me is the engagement by pupils and parents in school life.
Whatever you have planned before term begins anew, I wish you all a relaxing holiday, a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
C. Hammond
Riddle me this
“Glass is not always clear. A housepoint to anyone who can clarify the matter.”
Twenty incorrect guesses and counting were received (from children, parents, grandparents and one prospective
parent) to the above riddle, which remains unsolved. I can now put several children’s mind’s to rest by clarifying that
the state of matter of glass is neither solid, liquid, gas, plasma or Bose-Einstein condensates. It is (drum roll please)
an amorphous solid – a state of matter that sits between solid and liquid.

Over due Library Books
We know how much the boys and girls enjoy visiting the school library and taking books home to read each week.
However, as we have reached the end of term, Mrs Russell has been busy sorting out the library and reminding some
pupils that they have overdue books to return.
I am asking therefore, that if during the holiday, a search could be made of likely
places where a stray Lyonsdown Library book might be located: under the bed;
behind a sofa; in the car, etc.
All books have the school stamp inside the front cover. We would be most grateful
that if any are found, they are returned back to school at the start of the Spring
Term.
Happy reading over the holiday.
Mrs Windsor and Mrs Russell
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Nursery
Nursery have had some special visitors this week.
We have been learning about how our families
celebrate.
Alexander’s mummy came in to tell us about
Christmas traditions in Russia.
Evan’s mummy talked to the class about
Hanukkah and brought in their Menorah to show
the class.
Emmie’s mummy and grandma told us about
Hanukkah and we were all given a Dreidal to take
home.
Selene’s mummy visited and told us about the
birth of Jesus and showed us some wonderful
photographs.
William’s mummy came in and read us a
Christmas story.
We loved all our visitors and learnt so much –
thank you and Merry Christmas to everyone.

Reception
Hey, Ewe, Reception!
Reception loved being part of the Lower School's
re-enactment of the Nativity story. We hope you
enjoyed it as much as the children did performing
it.
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve

Reception
Miss O'Grady talked to Reception about spending
Christmas on a sunny beach in Australia. Emmeline's
mummy gave a wonderful presentation about
Christmas in the snow in Finland and the celebration
of St Lucia.
Our huge thanks to Emmeline’s mummy and
Miss O'Grady.
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve
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Reception Christmas party
Reception had such fun playing musical statues
and musical bumps.
Our thanks to all the parents involved in
providing tasty snacks for the children to enjoy.
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve

Year 3 Christmas Jumper Day
Year 3 showed their support on Wednesday by
proudly wearing their Christmas jumpers.
Mrs Smith

Carol Service
Thank you so much to all the parents of Year 3 for
providing the wonderful costumes for our nativity
tableau at St John's Church on Tuesday. And well
done to your daughters for performing so
beautifully.
Merry Christmas
Mrs Brighton and Mrs Smith
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Carol Service
Well done to all our pupils for taking part in an
amazing Carol Service. A wonderful event bringing
our community together.

Numicon Training for Parents.
I am delighted to announce that we will be holding
another demonstration for parents showing how
we use Numicon in school. The date is Tuesday 5th
March 3:30pm-4:15pm in the school hall. Children
are of course welcome. Further details will follow
but I wanted to send out the date as early as I
could.
Mrs Polak
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Artist of the Week

Ilyada (1A)
Year 1 pupils have been drawing and painting
various British birds. They have been learning how
to look carefully at shape, colour and texture. Ilayda
created this beautiful mixed media painting of a
robin using newspaper, brown paper watercolours,
pastels, colouring pencils and pen. Well done!
Mrs Cowie

ECO Warrior News
Our fantastic Eco Warriors enjoyed collecting all the
paper and card from our brand new recycling bins.
They were amazed to discover how many sacks they
filled.
The Eco Team

Christmas Jumper Day
Thank you to everyone who participated in Christmas
Jumper Day! We managed to raise £180.50 for Save
the Children!

FLS News
The FLS Team would like to thank everyone for their
generous help and support this term.
Here’s to a fantastic 2019!

5

Extra-Curricular Programme
Club

Provider

Year Group

Day

Time

Street Dance

Innovation

Year 3 - 6

Wednesday

4.30-5.30pm

*Dance-ercise

Lynn Musik

Year 3 - 6

Monday

12.45-1.15pm

Ballet

Reception – Year
2
Year 3 - 6

Tuesday

12.30-1.15pm

Fencing

Innovation
Dance
Paul Davis Fenc-

Monday

4.30-5.30pm

*Table Tennis

Yoni Smith

Year 3 - 6

Wednesday

4.45-5.45pm

*Rugbytots

Rugbytots

Year 1 and 2

Monday

7.30-8.30am

*Rugbytots

Rugbytots

Nursery and Re-

Tuesday

3.20-4.20pm

Football

Ian

Reception – Year

Friday

3.20-4.20pm

Football

Ian

Year 3 - 6

Friday

4.30-5.30pm

From the Spring Term, we have plenty of new additions to our growing extra-curricular programme. Please find
below the list of privately led clubs for the Spring Term and their contact information.
*NEW – starting from January 2019
Contact Information
Street Dance and Ballet
Innovation Dance – book your place online at www.innovationdancestudios.co.uk
Dance-ercise
Contact Lynn Musik at kisum3152@gmail.com or 07956580062
Rugbytots
Rugbytots – book your place online at www.rugbytots.co.uk
Fencing
Contact Lisa Walter at info@teampdfa.com

Table Tennis
Contact Yoni Smith at yonismith1830@hotmail.co.uk
Football
Contact Kay Gray at kaylgray@hotmail.com
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Christingle
We had a very exciting time in Thursday’s assembly! We learnt all about the Christian
celebration of Christingle.
What is Christingle?
Christingle is a candlelit celebration which brings together people of all ages from the
Christian community. It is a children’s celebration, with each child receiving a lit Christingle
in the darkened church. Christingle celebrations can take many different forms from a large church service to a
school assembly. The Christingle Service is usually held on the Sunday before Christmas.

The Christingle is made from:
1.
2.
3.
4.

An orange, representing the world.
A lighted candle, representing the light of Christ coming into a darkened world at Christmas.
A red ribbon, representing God’s love.
Dried fruit and sweets on 4 cocktail sticks, representing the four seasons and all the bountiful gifts of
the Earth.

How to Make a Christingle
Our House Captains and Deputies showed us so well, with each pair making a Christingle for their House. This is
how they did it.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Take an orange and fasten a piece of red tape or ribbon around the middle.
Cut a small cross in the top of the orange and lay a square of silver foil (7.5cm square) over it.
Place a wax candle on top of the foil and wedge it firmly into the orange.
Load four cocktail sticks with raisins, sultanas, cherries or soft sweets, so the points are covered.
Insert them around the base of the candle.

And voila: A Christingle. You might like to try making one too.
The House Captains and Deputies then distributed the four Christingles across the School. Can you work out
where they took them?
Mrs Windsor
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See you back at School on
Wednesday,
9th January 2019
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