Lyonsdown News - 9th November 2018
From the Headmaster’s Desk
A two pound coin sits on my desk. Its edge inscription reads: The lights are going out all over Europe. Following
on from Mrs Windsor's assembly this week, I used this small piece of sterling to introduce children to the
theme of Remembrance. It is important that we continue to mark the events of one hundred years ago and the
centenary of the 1918 Armistice.
A hundred years; a lot can change in a century. As an historian, I wonder if the First World War generation
looked back to the Battle of Waterloo as having any bearing on them. Perhaps not, but it helps put in context
the reasons why, despite the Great War being almost entirely absent from living memory now, we must never
forget the great sacrifice and bravery of that generation; the soldiers, those who supported them and their
families. It was fitting to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War, and the losses suffered from
1914-1918, during the Second World War and other conflicts since, with our wider community. I was glad that
many parents were able to take up our invitation (this will now be an annual event) to listen to words,
poetry and prayer as we pledged to never forget. In case the girls and boys of Lyonsdown would like to read the
exhortation I read again, I include it here:
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning
We will remember them.
Although the period of Remembrance can be a sad one, we must remember that the message coming from the
11th November is also one of hope. That, by fighting the good fight, be it on the battle field or not, we can
make the world a better place.
The heritage of the UK, and the Lyonsdown community, is so brilliantly diverse that it is not only Remembrance
we have marked this week. The calendar has also seen the fifth of November, the anniversary of the
Gunpowder Plot, and Diwali only two days apart. Both events are full of vibrant colour for very different
reasons, and I hope that you were able to enjoy a firework display at the weekend or for the festival of lights on
Wednesday. In a very fitting way, the prayer the Hindu side of my family recite should also remind us of hope:
from darkness, lead us to light.
So, we arrive at a weekend where we will remember what has gone before us and the hope that we have for
the future. All the best, however you will mark the 11th November.
C. Hammond

We are proud to announce that Lyonsdown School was nominated as one of the
finalists for the ISA National Fine Art Award. Well done to all of the girls and boys of
Lyonsdown School with special thanks to Mrs Cowie and all of the teachers who
deliver Art at School.
More details about the awards are on page 6 of the newsletter.
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Nursery
In Nursery, we have been learning about our
feelings.
We have pulled faces to show our different
emotions and drawn pictures on the mirror of our
faces.
Dylan is doing his angry face, Theo is making his
happy face and Emily and Arya show us their scary
faces.
Selene is drawing herself on the mirror and
Arianne and Gabrielle are drawing each other.
Miss Davies

Nursery
Nursery have been very excited to come back to
school and share their holiday news.
We have listened for fireworks and copied the
sounds. We have also used chalk on the ground
and paint to make firework pictures.
We learnt how to be safe around fireworks and
bonfires and dressed up as fireman to look after
each other.
In these pictures, Reuben is dressed as a Fireman
with a bucket of water to put out the
fireworks. Julietta is writing and making firework
pictures on the ground in the outdoor
classroom. Nursery sit together to play a game
with Mrs Langley and learn how to count their
shopping on a rainy day.
Miss Davies
Reception
Reception have been thoroughly enjoying their
mathematics lessons counting the donated "Link to
Hope" Christmas shoeboxes. They have been
estimating the number received and then counting
and checking. The children have been learning that
there are very large numbers that are quickly
counted when in piles of ten and that larger boxes
are best positioned at the bottom of the pile!
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve
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Reception visit the Science room
Reception were counting and playing with cars.
“Will a toy car go further on a rough surface or a
smooth surface?”
We carried out an investigation using ramps with
different surfaces, including carpet, foam, perspex
and wood.

Mrs Murphie

Year 1
This week in our Year 1 maths lessons, we have
been focusing on odd and even numbers. The
children have worked really hard in learning to
recognise what numbers are odd and what
numbers are even. We then moved on to sorting
odd and even numbers into Carroll diagrams.
The Year 1 Team

Year 2
On Thursday’s assembly, Year 2 performed their
songs from Peter and the Wolf to the rest of the
school. The children enjoyed sharing what they
had seen on their recent trip to the Barbican
including the different sections and instruments of
the orchestra. Well done Year 2!

The Year 2 Team
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Remembrance Day
This week at Lyonsdown, we have been marking
The Centenary of the Armistice of World War I in
many ways. A big thank you goes to Year 6 for
leading our commemorations so sensitively and
respectfully and a particular thanks goes to
Francesca for playing The Last Post so clearly at the
beginning of our 2 minute silence during
Wednesday’s short Service of Remembrance.

Remembrance
1918 2018
Each year on 11th November, we remember all
those who have served and do serve in our armed
forces as well as their families. We pay tribute to
their sense of duty and self-sacrifice.
This year Remembrance has extra poignancy, as
the nation and the world commemorate the
signing of the Armistice of World War I one
hundred years ago this coming Sunday.
War and conflict are indeed the most terrible of
events. Duty, service and self-sacrifice are valiant
principles that are everlasting. History is not some
distant time, cut adrift from the present by the
years, decades and centuries – history shapes
who we are today - as individual people,
communities and nations.
It is beholden on us as the current generation to
“hold the torch” and to inform the young about
the events of the past, and at this time of year, of
the meaning and significance of Remembrance.
Mrs Windsor

Year 6 WW1 tributes: Life in the Trenches –
Letters home

The last time I wrote to you was probably six
months ago. We are billeting in a farm full of flies,
wasps and thousands of lice. I thought being in the
army would be simple and a fun challenge…but
really it is horrible.
Leyla

My plane was shot down. We landed in a ditch. We
struggled to get out. I limped back to the trench,
even though it was a good ten miles away. My
body was in such a state. I endeavoured to make it
to the nearest hospital, not knowing there wasn’t
one…
I should be back by Christmas
Your loving son David
Polly

If anything happens to me, please take care of my
beautiful wife and daughter and tell them that I love
them. Please don’t forget me. I’m sorry that I left
you and I hope to see you soon.
Anna

I have been living on corned beef, biscuits and hot
tea with condensed milk. One of the worst things
about living in the trenches is trench foot. I have
blisters and ulcers all over my feet. I hope you work
out how to make a serum to relieve that, or as
Emily would say, “a magical potion”.
Poppy

We usually take it in turns to sleep through the day
and keep watch at night. I prefer night as there is
only one person keeping watch. I hope to be home
by February next year…
Devi

Everything is dirty and loud; my eardrums can’t take
it – the bangs of the bombs; the shouting and people
screaming. My mate Jack – whom I told you about in
my previous letter…well he sadly died. I only knew
him a week. I am sorry to say but this might be my
last letter. Well any letter could be my last, but today
I’m going to the front trench which is the most
dangerous trench and I’m scared…
Francesca

When bombs poured down
Over people’s homes and lives
Raucous cries were everywhere
Like a hundred dogs trying to communicate
Dying soldiers…
Millie
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ISA National Art Awards
We are proud to announce that Lyonsdown School
was nominated as one of the finalists for the ISA
National Fine Art Award. The School was the only
Prep School on a short-list of three at the ISA
National Awards, but was narrowly pipped to the
title. Well done to all of the boys and girls of
Lyonsdown School and all of the teachers who
deliver Art at School. Special thanks to Mrs Cowie:
none of this would have been possible without her
inspirational talent and leadership.

National ISA Film & Digital Art competition
We are thrilled to announce that two of our entries
have won the National ISA Film & Digital Art
competition 2018. Our Eco-Schools Group produced
an animation called 'Sustainability is our
Responsibility' and a Year 2 pupil won the Key Stage 1
Digital Art prize with her piece called 'The Giant's
Head'. Well done to everybody involved with special
thanks to Mrs Everett. A fabulous result.
https://youtu.be/g5zgmzchC10

Artist of the Week
Congratulations TARA (Year 5)
Year 5 pupils have been reinforcing their
observational drawing skills in art this week. They
have been focusing on the key artistic elementsshape, form and colour. Tara created this fantastic
study of three apples using a variety of media and
experimented with drawing on different types of
paper.

Mrs Cowie

6

Parent Talk on Pupil Wellbeing, 13th November
2018 at 7.00pm
Cat Williams is a mental health, resilience,
relationships and well-being expert. She is the author
of ‘Stay Calm and Content No Matter What Life
Throws at You’ a TEDx speaker, writer and expert for
the mainstream UK media.
Cat will be delivering sessions for pupils, teachers and
parents on ‘The Resilience Balloon’ which is her
uniquely straight-forward and practical strategy for
understanding and reducing stress and anxiety, whilst
boosting confidence, self-esteem and emotional
well-being. We look forward to welcoming our
parents at 7.00pm on Tuesday 13th November to our
parent talk on pupil wellbeing, please reply to the
e-form emailed to you on the 8th November to let us
know you are attending.

Coffee Morning
Mr Hammond will be hosting an informal coffee
morning on Tuesday, 20th November at 8:50am 9:30am. Do come along to chat over a cup of tea or
coffee. If you would like to attend, please contact the
School Office. We look forward to seeing you there.
Entrance will be through the Foyer door.

Lyonsdown Motto Competition
Now that a poster has been designed to represent
Lyonsdown Learning, we are now looking for a
motto. We want you to design a short, clever
motto which represents all of the Lyonsdown
Learning habits: independence, creativity,
perseverance, curiosity, collaboration and
reflection. The due date is Friday 23rd November at
9am. Good luck!
Kathleen, Lyonsdown Learning Prefect
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Alumni event
We were delighted to welcome our 2018 leavers
back to Lyonsdown, for their first alumni event. The
Year 7 girls caught up with each other, signed their
year books and then spoke to the Year 6 girls about
the journey they have been on over the past 12
months. We look forward to welcoming groups of
girls and boys from other Years back to Lyonsdown
in the future. If you know of any Old
Lyonsdownians, do ask them to contact the
School - we would love to hear from them!

The Week Ahead
14th November - 2.45pm—3.30pm FLS 2nd hand
uniform sale.

13th November - 1pm—Wellbeing talk for pupils.
7pm—Wellbeing talk for parents.

15th November - 8.15am— 9.00am FLS 2nd hand
uniform sale.

- Under 10 Netball v Belmont (away).

Lunch Menu: week commencing 12th November 2018
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily.
HM—Homemade V—Vegetarian

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main Course

Meat Free
Monday
Cheesy Jacket
Potato HM V

Chilli-Con-Carne
(mild) HM and
Fluffy Rice

Chicken Fajita
with Salsa and
Crème Fraiche HM
and Seasoned Potato Wedges HM

Turkey Meatballs in Sweet
Pepper
Tomato Sauce
HM
and Spaghetti

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza V
HM

Vegetarian

Couscous
Stuffed
Pepper HM V

Macaroni Cheese
and
Garlic Bread HM V

Fluffy Omelette
HM V New
Potatoes

Vegetarian
Meatballs in
Sweet Pepper
Tomato Sauce
HM and
Wholegrain Rice

Quorn Burger in a
Bun V Oven Chips

Sides

Cucumber
Sticks
Broccoli
Green Salad

Carrots
Baked Beans
Green Salad

Buttered Cabbage
Green Beans
Green Salad

Cauliflower
Peas
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Green Salad

Fruit Yoghurts
and Fruit Pots
HM

Sultana Flapjack
HM Vegetarian
Jelly Pot

Melon Wedges
Yoghurts

Beetnik Cakes
HM Vegetarian
Fruit Juice Jelly
HM

Peach Slices
Ice Cream

Desserts
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FLS—Christmas Card Project!
Your child created a wonderful festive design which
can be professionally printed as greeting cards, gift
tags or gift wrap.
For each pack sold, we raise £1 for the school! We
greatly appreciate your help in supporting this
fantastic project.
The online shop is now open. Full instructions are on
the back of your child’s design.
The deadline for all orders is 15th November 2018.

