Lyonsdown News - 23rd November 2018
From the Headmaster’s Desk
Gate duty encourages many interesting conversations: a Year 6 girl might tell me about a book I am unfamiliar
with, or we may discuss current affairs. However, “is that a tractor, Mr Hammond?” is not a question I ever
thought I would hear in London. This rare sight reminded the girls that it is Road Safety Week, a topic I spoke
about in Monday’s assembly. We discussed hazards that pedestrians need to be aware of and, specifically, how
to cross roads safely. This is a vital part of being an independent girl or boy in London, at the appropriate
age – my thanks to parents for supporting this at home. You may find the classic hedgehog video on my Twitter
account @hammondteacher useful or nostalgic.
Talking of the importance of independence, it was wonderful to see that an increasing number of pupils in Year
4 and below are now walking into School from the main gate on their own. When they are ready, pupils are
encouraged to say “goodbye” at the front of school and walk down to the playground independently . Older
siblings and friends have told me how much they enjoy chaperoning the younger members of our community,
and it is equally wonderful to observe such a supportive activity.
This term’s Headmaster’s coffee morning was both well attended and received, with record numbers in the
Library sharing a hot drink and pastry with members of staff. Always a delightful event to host, these informal
opportunities to discuss the School with parents are extremely valuable and sit alongside our new parents’,
alumni and FLS events to further develop our engagement with the whole school community.
Here’s to many more interesting conversations;
C. Hammond
Riddle me this: two riddles are outstanding, so no new challenge this week. Answers welcome and house points
available.

As the weather has now turned colder and wetter, please ensure that your son
or daughter comes to school each day well wrapped up. School coats, not
blazers please, and hat, scarf and gloves as appropriate. All items must be
clearly named.

Click on the links to follow Lyonsdown School on Facebook and Twitter

1

Nursery
In Nursery, we raised over £60 for Children in
Need.
The children and staff wore their pyjamas to school
for the day.
Miss Davies

Reception
Reception see the light!
An investigation regarding the Senses: light
Mrs Murphie asked Reception, “what’s in the
box?” The children knew the box was heavy but
could not see anything through the peephole.
Mrs Murphie, our resident magician as well as
scientist, quickly put a spell on the box.
The children looked again and could see a ball. Hey
presto! How could they see the ball? Another
budding scientist exclaimed “there is light! We
need light to see!” Somehow, amazingly, a torch
had appeared in the box!
The children had huge fun making shadow shapes.
Perhaps they could be encouraged to make
shadow shapes at home?
Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve
Ms Morley’s Gift to Early Years
When Ms Morley, Lyonsdown’s Chair of Governors, was pruning her honeysuckle bush
she spotted something very special. It was an abandoned blackbird nest. Mrs Murphie
explained that nests were made from hay, straw, leaves and mud.
“Why?” asked one Reception child. Another child replied “a little bird can’t carry bricks!”
“the material has to be light enough to pick up with their beaks.” The children learned the
nest’s importance in sheltering birds and providing a home for their eggs and enabling
them to hide from cats!
Reception were overjoyed to watch a video of hungry baby birds in a nest.
Our thanks to Ms Morley.

Mrs Gunn and Mrs Silve

Year 2
Year 2 have started a topic on wheels and axles in
D.T. and they have been learning a new skill so
that they can measure and cut their own axles.
Well done to everyone for listening so carefully to
instructions. Less is definitely more when it comes
to applying pressure to the hacksaw because the
hundreds of little teeth need room to do their job
of cutting. Thank you to the talented Year 2 pupils
who took these pictures for me.
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Year 3
Year 3 are working on a unit about light and
shadows in Science. This week they carried out an
investigation into the translucency of paper. This
involved using different types of paper.
Our question: how many sheets of paper you
would need to stop the light from a torch from
passing through?
While one sheet of black card was instantly
opaque, it took 7 paper towels to achieve opacity.
Y3 also noticed that darker coloured paper is more
opaque than light coloured paper. This sparked an
interesting conversation on the correct colour for
bedroom curtains and blinds!
Mrs Murphie

Year 5
In Science, Year 5 are learning about forces this
term. Here pupils experience the force of water
resistance when they try to submerge a balloon.

Next day they were investigating air resistance and
asking the question:
Does a large parachute fall to the ground more
slowly than a small parachute?
Only one way to find out! Yes, Year 5 made
parachutes and carried out a fair test. Please ask
them what they found out.
Mrs Murphie
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Artist of the Week
Congratulations Selvi (Year 4)
In Upper School Art Club, pupils have been using
clay to create three dimensional green turtles.
Selvi made these lovely turtles very carefully using
modelling tools, thinking about form, shape and
pattern. She then painted them beautifully using
acrylic paints. Well done, Selvi!
Mrs Cowie

Music Café
We had a fabulous Music Café on Tuesday with a variety of lovely performances. It is so
great to hear from pupils in the Lower School who are beginning to learn an instrument, as
well as the more intermediate players in the Upper School. And such a great inspiration
for our younger pupils to see what they can go on to achieve through dedication and
practice.
The year 1 and 2 choir performed first and sang with such enthusiasm.
Mrs Roberts

Link to Hope Christmas Shoeboxes
With a last minute delivery of shoeboxes, our
grand total has now unexpectedly reached 102.
Huge congratulations to parents and children;
an absolutely fabulous result! The boxes are
shortly to wind their way to Eastern Europe.
Your amazing generosity will make a huge
difference to families and the elderly.
A huge thanks to everyone and to our
hard-working charity monitors.
Mrs Gunn
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Eco News
th

On Tuesday 20 November, the
Eco-Council visited every classroom and office in
the school to create a recycling box audit. With the
help of Miss Doyle, Mrs Yacub and Mrs Cowie, we
had to observe and answer the following
questions:

On Friday 23rd November, the whole council also
met with Mr Sheridan to ask for his help to make
sure that all paper is recycled responsibly. He
assured us that he would be responsible for making
sure that all paper from the school goes into the
proper recycling bin to be collected by the council.

Is there a recycling box?
Is it clearly visible?
Is it being used?
The results will be revealed in a special
eco-assembly next Thursday where we will also be
sharing our action plan to decrease the amount of
waste that Lyonsdown produces.

SUSTAINABILITY IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY
Miss Doyle

The Week Ahead
Tues 27th

Last chess club

Wed 28th

No sports club today
Last violin lesson
Under 10 Netball v NLCS (away)

Fri 30th

Last football club
Last piano lessons

Lunch Menu: week commencing 26th November 2018
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily.
HM—Homemade V—Vegetarian

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Main Course
Option 1

Meat Free
Monday
Falafel and
Spinach Patty
Cucumber Raita
HM Baked Potato

Baked Chicken
and Rice HM

Roast Dinner Day
Roast Chicken and
Gravy HM
Roast Potatoes

Shepherds Pie
HM

Oven Baked
MSC Fish
Fingers
Oven Chips

Vegetarian
Option 2

Penne
Arrabiata V HM

Cheese and
Onion Finger V
Buttered New
Potatoes

Quorn Fillet and
Gravy V
Roast Potatoes

Pasta Carbonara
and Crusty Bread
V HM

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza V
HM

Sides

Carrot Batons
Peas
Mixed Salad

Baked Beans
Cauliflower
Mixed Salad

Broccoli
Sweetcorn
Mixed Salad

Cabbage
Green Beans
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn
Carrots
Mixed Salad

Coconut Apricot
Crunch HM
Butterscotch
Whip

Fruit Pots HM
Yoghurt

Carrot Cake HM
Vegetarian Jelly
Pot

Fruit Pots HM
Yoghurts

Ice Cream
Fruit Salad Pot

Desserts

5

