Lyonsdown News - 1st December 2017

From the Headmaster’s Desk
'And there was this turtle, and it was like it was in a spa, and...' As I strolled into a Science lesson a few weeks ago, the
conversation about sea creatures massaging each other lurched to a halt. The class exchanged nervous looks and the odd
giggle, but a brief conversation established that we were into Blue Planet II territory. If you haven't seen the series, I
implore you to do so generally, but it is the common octopus that specifically drew my attention this week. Caught in the
open seas, with sharks eager to eat it, the BBC team discovered an octopus that pulled together shells and created a suit of
armour to protect itself. As resourceful a solution as you are ever likely to see, I was able to introduce creativity as our
second Lyonsdown Learning habit with David Attenborough's words ringing in my ears.
Creativity - in my assembly on Monday, it was clear that the boys and girls knew plenty of examples of how to demonstrate
this habit in English, Art and Drama. However, many were interested to discover that Maths, Science and PE all have
elements that allow us to express ourselves. In fact, every subject has a creative element: as I explained, the great thing
about philosophy is that there is no right answer, as long as you can explain your reasoning. The children's ideas about
creativity were fascinating, as we discussed what the contents of a closed box could be. ‘Chocolate’ was one popular
suggestion, but when a Senior girl asked if we were thinking "outside the box", the assembly became dangerously
self-referential.
This is but one snapshot of the sort of conversations the teachers at Lyonsdown are privileged to be a part of every day.
A Lyonsdown pupil is comfortable speaking to adults, their peers and children in other year groups. Not every child feels
naturally comfortable putting their thoughts forward, but all have the opportunity to speak if they wish. Those who are
reluctant are encouraged, reassured that anything they have to offer will be listened to.
As we move into Advent, and my non-chocolate calendar sits blank except for one chicken (other animals will appear in the
coming days), we enter the final two weeks of term. As always, there will be plenty going on at Lyonsdown and
opportunities to be creative, as well as independent and collaborative will be in abundance. I am sure the boys and girls will
take such opportunities with both hands.
C. Hammond

Parent Survey
Please remember to fill in the parent survey that was sent home last week, on behalf of 134 Marketing. If
you have misplaced the email with the relevant link, please contact the School Office. The survey closes
at midnight on Sunday, 3rd December.
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Pre-Reception Lyonsdown Learning
Pre-Reception have been exploring Independence talking about what they can do without any help. Here are some of the
children’s very individual responses.
Lily said that she can tidy her bedroom all by herself.
Charvi said that she can make beautiful flowers without any help.
When asked, Aarya said that she does need some help when she is eating her breakfast.
And Ivy said that she can ride her bike without the help of the stabilisers.
We agreed that it is good to try to do things by yourself but asking for some help when you need it is also a good thing to
do. The children said that it felt good to be able to do things by themselves.
Mrs Badger

Reception
Reception G have been enjoying learning and repeating
nursery rhymes and this week spent a wonderful time
being taught by Mrs Cowie and with support from Miss
Satchwell making a clay Humpty Dumpty.

Reception
Reception have been busy writing
and posting their letters to Father
Christmas. December has arrived
and the children are enjoying
playing in the Reception toy
workshop and Santa’s Grotto.

Mrs Gunn
Mrs Gunn

Year 2
Year 2 are busy putting the final touches to the Nativity which will take place next Wednesday and Thursday.
Thank you for helping your children learn their lines and for providing them with wonderful costumes. It’s
much appreciated.
Year 2 Team

Year 3 Science
Y3 have been investigating light and shadows in science this term. This week they have
made simple shadow puppets and we were able to set up a puppet theatre and see
each of the puppets cast their shadow. The standard was high and it is clear that there
is generally good understanding on the role of opaque and transparent materials in the
formation of shadows. I know that the girls would like to take this activity further by
writing scripts for a shadow puppet scene and actually doing a performance. Perhaps
we will be able to find time for this after Christmas.
The puppet theatre was a low-tech construction of tracing paper stretched over a
simple frame and using a torch as a light source. This could be a fun activity to do at
home but you would need a few people as everything is hand operated.
Mrs Murphie
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Year 3
Visit to the Wallace Collection
First, we went into our classroom and had a safety talk, then we got on the coach. When we got there, we had our snack. Next,
we met our teacher for the morning and put coats and bags away in the lunch room. - Parissa

Landscapes and Seascapes Workshop
We looked at two landscape pictures and we drew a landscape with a rainbow and a few trees and bushes. A few of us copied
the clouds and then we moved to a seascape to draw people, a river and the sea. - Martina

Creative Writing Workshop
After lunch, we looked at a seascape picture and we described what we saw and what we thought we might have heard and
smelt. - Martina
The second painting had a woman writing on a paper with a quill, and a man leaning over her shoulder. In the foreground, there
was a cello and a laundry basket. We had to write about what the man and woman might have been saying. – Shivaty
The other item was a big cupboard which was brown. There were six little drawers and one big cupboard in the middle and the
six drawers were split into half. There were carvings of two people each side holding the cupboard up. Alison taught us how to
imaginative and to pretend that they could talk and we wrote notes in a mini note book. - Anaya
I called the cupboard, the Roman Antique drawer because it looked like a piece from the Roman times. The man and the woman
were dressed in Roman clothes and were holding the drawers like pillars. Also, the cupboard had gold ornaments and brown
patterns that made it look like a Roman antique.- Anjie
The last item to write about was a pottery teapot. We had to imagine what ingredients for a potion there might have been
inside and write them down in our book. - Shivaty
I loved going to the Wallace Collection. Thank you teachers and parent helpers for the best school trip ever – Parissa, on behalf
of Year 3 girls.

PSHMEE and C
This week, in PSHMEE and C, Year 1 thought about how their behaviour affects others, Year 4 considered how to resolve
friendship problems through role play, Year 5 thought about how we feel when we are anxious and what we could do to
manage these feelings and Year 6 learnt about why we pay taxes and what it pays for. An interesting week, as always!

Mrs Young
Computer Science
In Computer Science, Year 6 have looked at different types of coding. We look forward to tinkering with block
code, HTML, Python and others.
Mrs Everett
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Design Technology—International Flavours
Pupils in Year 5 made some delicious vegetarian soups inspired by recipes from different countries in DT— perfect for this chilly
weather! As well as reinforcing knowledge about healthy eating, the girls practiced life skills, such as, safely preparing
vegetables and cooking tasty nutritious food. Working in pairs or small groups, the girls made 6 different soups—wonton soup,
pea & mint, gazpacho, minestrone, tomato & Basil and Quorn & sweetcorn (which tasted exactly like chicken and sweetcorn).
The girls loved sampling each others different soups which tasted and smelled wonderful! Well done to all of the pupils for
showing such excellent collaborative Skills!

Mrs Cowie

Artist of the week
Congratulations Florence 2P
This is a fantastic pen drawing inspired by the work of artist, Stephen Wiltshire.
You have shown an excellent understanding of one point perspective, when
objects appear smaller in the distance and larger the nearer they are to you.

Mrs Cowie

Congratulations to Amelie 1T who is the winner of the Independence poster competition.

Lyonsdown Learning competition – creativity

We are pleased to announce our second Lyonsdown Learning habit poster competition, for creativity. To enter the competition
to create the symbol for this learning habit, your son or daughter should design (by hand or on the computer) a poster on a
piece of plain A4 paper that they think best represents this learning habit. The word creativity must be visible on the poster
and the symbol design should be as clear as possible.
Entries should be handed in to the School Office no later than Wednesday 13th December at 3:30pm. Children in Pre-Reception
to Year 2 should hand their entries to their class teacher, who will deliver them. Please ensure that all entries are named on the
back of the piece of paper. Results will be announced in the Spring Term.
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Charity News
Thank-you to all those who packed a box for this great Christmas appeal. We had a total of 100 boxes to send to children
around the world!
Thanks Mrs Gunn for organising this and encouraging us all to do so well. Thank-you to our mummies and daddies.
Jessica and Eloise—Charity Prefects

Advent
Our assemblies on Thursday and Friday this week introduced the season of Advent to the
children. Advent is a period in the Christian calendar when we prepare for the arrival of the
birth of Jesus. In assembly today, we looked closely at a painting of the nativity scene. The
children were very able to name the main characters in the story and were even able to spy
the animals in the background. One eagle eyed-child pointed out the Star of Bethlehem
twinkling in the night sky, and we talked about how the Three Wise Men had followed that
star to the stable. I then asked the children how many of them had an advent calendar.
Many hands went up, and many stayed up when I asked who had a chocolate filled calendar!
On Friday, we looked at the Advent Wreath. I explained the meaning behind each candle: Hope, Peace, Love, Joy. Some of
the children were able to tell us what happens in their churches over the four Sundays of Advent. We lit the candles and
reflected on the meaning of each.
Yes, Christmas is indeed a special and exciting time for children, and a time for love and warmth to flood into our homes
and hearts.
Mrs Windsor

The Week Ahead
W/B 4th

Last week of School Clubs (teachers activity clubs)

Mon 4th

Deadline for sending in Spring Teacher Club choice
Years 1 & 2 Last Dramarama

Tues 5th

Years 3—6 Last Spanish Club
Year 5 Netball Match, leaving school at 1:45pm,
returning at 4:15pm

Wed 6th

Reception— Last Dramarama
Pre-Rec & Rec Parents Nativity Performance 11am

Thurs 7th

Congratulations to Miss Pilmer
on the birth of her son, Toby
Born Sunday 12th November

Year 1 & 2 Parents Nativity Performance 11am

Weight: 6lbs 2oz.

FLS Spirit of Christmas Cake Sale Starts at 3pm

Little brother for Zyla

Last Gym Club
Fri 8th

Years 3-6 Last Dramarama
Last piano lessons with Miss Dingle

Follow us on twitter
@LyonsdownSchool

FLS Movie Night
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FLS News
Movie Night - 8th December
Your child brought home a flyer detailing the exciting up and coming movie night. The FLS would love to see as many children
as possible at this fun, festive event. Please return your reply slips by Tuesday, 5th December to the school office to ensure a
place for your child.

Raffle prizes:
The yearly Christmas raffle will be taking place and we would very much appreciate any contributions for this. This could take
the form of gifts to contribute to a hamper e.g. wine, chocolates, toiletries etc. or bigger contributions such as gift, experience
or restaurant vouchers.
Cake Sale
Your child has brought home a plate which we would be very grateful if you could fill with cakes that are either home made or
shop bought, to be sold at the Christmas cake sale on Thursday 7th December. There will be a cake decorating competition so
get creative and we look forward to judging the masterpieces next week. Also please come and support the FLS by purchasing
some treats at the sale after school. You can drop off your cakes in the morning on the 7th where a member of the FLS will be
there to receive them. Please note, we are a nut free school.
Thank you for your continued support.
The FLS Team

Lunch Menu: Week Comm. 4th December 2017
Yogurts & fresh fruit available daily. HM—Homemade

V—Vegetarian

Main Course
Option 1

Meat Free
Monday Cheese
+ Sweet Potato
Slice HM +Herby
Potatoes

Lamb Spaghetti
Bolognese HM

Creamy Chicken Pie
+ Roast Potatoes HM

Chilli Con Carne
HM + Wholegrain
Rice

Barbeque Chicken
Drumstick HM + Oven
Chips

Vegetarian
Option 2

Quorn Sausage
V + Saucy
Tomato Pasta
HM

Vegetarian
Spaghetti
Bolognese V HM

Spanish Omelette V
HM Savoury Rice

Cheese + Vegetable
Bake V Potato
Wedges

Cheese + Tomato
Pizza V HM

Sides

Carrot Batons,
Peas & Mixed
Salad

Broccoli, Green
Beans, Mixed
Salad

Cabbage, Sweetcorn
& Mixed Salad

Baked Beans,
Cauliflower &
Mixed Salad

Sweetcorn, Carrots &
Mixed Salad

Apple &
Blackberry
Crumble +
Custard HM
Strawberry
Mousse

Fruit Pots HM
Yoghurt

Chocolate Crispy
Square HM
Fruity Vegetarian
Jelly

Fruit Salad Pots HM
Yoghurts

Fruit + Ice Cream

Desserts

Please be reminded that Lyonsdown School is a feather free school! No feathers to be Included in homework
projects or for Xmas jumpers. Thank you
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