Lyonsdown News 24th November 2017

From the Headmaster’s Desk
“Go to the Headmaster’s Office” is probably not a phrase that children want to hear too often, but another busy
week (as it should be) has seen my office play host to an ethics lesson and Scrabble Club, as well as the usual
range of parents and Headteachers. In every corner of Lyonsdown, you will find pockets of activity: as I type, the
soft sound of carol singing drifts through the school. Next week, the boys and girls can look forward to the
School Council and theatre trips, amongst other things.
This week, I have spoken to the Heads of Edge Grove, St Margaret’s, Bushey and Palmer’s Green High School
and every one of them has said the same thing: Lyonsdown pupils impress. I don’t need to be told that our
School is blessed with children that can go on to do anything they set their minds on, but it is reassuring to
know that the qualities of a Lyonsdown boy or girl are respected across North London.
I did not have the pleasure of giving an assembly this week, but was more than happy to hear a variety of Lower
School Music, listen to Fatima from Noah’s Ark Hospice tell us all about the work this superb local charity carries
out and also learn about the seasons in 1H’s class assembly. Performance is a tricky skill, and I am always
impressed by those who have the bravery to speak or play a musical instrument in public. Brenda Sheridan, our
safeguarding governor visited the School, to learn more about how we take care of the well-being of all of our
pupils. She was impressed by how much the boys and girls knew about how to keep safe and happy. The
children astounded her by remembering what the different colours of lanyards represent, and were able to
answer difficult questions as they moved between lessons.
This is exactly the sort of ability that the Senior Schools we feed to acknowledge. I see such qualities every day:
small things, such as sorting out a swap on gate duty, happen naturally and without guidance. The delight our
House competition prize winners showed when their House captains announced they had won proves that
responsibility is vital to the development of any child. I am proud to say that Lyonsdown is a School where the
opportunities to develop are broad, and increasing in number.
Finally, you may notice that the Headmaster’s Desk is shorter than has been the case in the past: this is not an
error and nothing has been missed, but all good things must come to an end. By now, you should have received
our first weekly newsletter in your inbox (in fact, rather self-referentially you may be reading it at this very
moment). This publication contains a greater number of notices and articles than I could ever hope to contain
within my piece. This is another way in which we are looking to engage with Lyonsdown parents and hope that
you find the new system informative as we develop it throughout the year.
All the best for the weekend.
C. Hammond

We are delighted to announce that Lyonsdown School has been ranked 11th in the Top 100 Independent
Preparatory Schools in England, according to The Sunday Times. Schools were ranked by the aggregated
average scaled scores achieved by children in reading, grammar and Maths from SATs taken in 2016.
This is a fantastic achievement: well done to all of our pupils for continuing to attain such high standards.

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Wednesday December 13th at Lyonsdown
This December, Lyonsdown School will be taking part in Save the
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day!
This gives our pupils an opportunity to get silly for a serious cause. By
donating £1 all pupils and staff at Lyonsdown will be putting on their
festive knits to help save the lives of children all over the world.
No need to go out and buy a Christmas jumper, give your child the
chance to create their own festive fun by decorating a jumper they
already have. Stick or sew on some homemade decorations, some
tinsel and some bells and jingle all the way to school!

Anti Bullying week
We had lots of activities to support Anti-bullying Week
13th -17th November
Mrs Young led an assembly on making
choices, with some of Year 6 demonstrating
how to react in threatening situations

We raised £70 for the charity Kidscape.
Thank you to all who got involved and
donated.
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Reception
Reception are having a wonderful time using the
Clevertouch Interactive screens in their classrooms.
They are learning to practise the graphemes for their
Jolly Phonic sounds and draw around and delete
sounds should they make errors. The screen is
enabling great independence in learning at each
child’s own level providing valuable extension work.
All manner of painting, games and puzzles are
supporting the areas of learning in the EYFS
curriculum.
Mrs Gunn & Miss Deamer
Year 1 Assembly
The season’s assembly by 1H was great success. All the children
participated very well. Encouraged by a season detective the children
described the main features of each season with a variety of poems
and songs. The children finished off the assembly by displaying panels
on which were painted a tree scene representative of each season.
The children worked hard to learn their lines and thoroughly enjoyed
performing in front of the whole school.
Miss Telford & Mrs Hicks
Year 2
Year 2 have been putting a lot of effort into the nativity play. We’ve been so impressed with the way
that the children have learned their lines. Please, keep practising at home. If you know that your
child will not be in for one of the performances, please can you let us know as soon as possible!
In English we have been writing about the wicked queen in ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’.
Our focus has been adjectives and conjunctions and the children have worked really hard. We’ll be
moving on to some of the stories written by ‘The Brothers Grimm’. Our maths topic has been
division. This can be a challenging concept and the children have begun to see division as sharing –
and as the inverse of multiplication. They have worked really hard this week. Well done everyone.
Mrs Felton & Mrs Smith

Year 3 Design Technology

Year three girls have been sawing and
sanding wood over the last two weeks in
D.T. for their freestanding photo frames.
They are now painting the background
colours on their wood before the
assembling and decorating stages.
Mrs Silve
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As the well-known Victorian rhyme begins:
“Christmas is coming…”. And at Lyonsdown, it kicks off next week with two theatre treats for the Upper School girls.
On Thursday 30th November we welcome back the Young Shakespeare Company to perform one of their fantastic
adaptations of… “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet”.
Yes of course, it’s that most bitter-sweet of Shakespearean tragedies: Romeo and Juliet. The YSC offer a truly
Shakespearean experience for our pupils. The language is wholly from the original text and the pupils are involved in the performance in various ways too. I know that your daughter will be spell bound – and I’m sure that the girls (and the teachers) will
shed a few tears as the tale reaches its climax.
On Friday 1st December we are off to our annual Christmas panto visit at The Chicken Shed Theatre in Cockfosters to see
their performance of Rapunzel. I know that many of you will be familiar with the work of The Chicken Shed – indeed over
the years we have had pupils from Lyonsdown perform with the company, and this year is no exception, with Elena from
Year 5 being one of the performers on the day we visit! So ‘break a leg Elena’, we will be looking out for you!
As in previous years, Years 3 and 4 will be arriving back at school after the performance between 3.30pm and 3.45pm and
Years 5 and 6 between 3.45pm and 4pm.
Mrs Windsor

Computing

Y5 Science

Computing Club
enjoyed some
creative coding this

Main Course
Option 1
Vegetarian
Option 2

Sides
Pudding

Y5 have been learning
about simple machines.
This week they helped to

MONDAY
Meat Free Monday
Roast Vegetable
Pasta V HM

TUESDAY
Turkey Meatballs in
Tomato Sauce +
Spaghetti

WEDNESDAY
Roast Chicken in Gravy
Roast Potatoes +
Yorkshire Pudding HM

THURSDAY
Lamb +Vegetable
Pie HM New
Potatoes

FRIDAY
Fish & Oven
Chips

Jacket Potato +
Cheese & Beans
HM V

Vegetarian Meatballs
in Tomato Sauce +
Spaghetti V

Quorn Fillet Roast
Potatoes + Yorkshire
Pudding V

Courgette FrittataCajun Wedged
Potatoes V HM

Cheese +
Tomato Pizza
V HM

Carrot Batons Peas
Mixed Salad

Broccoli SweetcornMixed Salad

Cabbage Green BeansMixed Salad

Sweetcorn,
Carrots Salad

Yoghurts + Fruit
Salad Pots

Lemon Sponge +
Custard HM
Fruity Vegetarian
Jelly HM

Raspberry Mousse

Baked Beans Mixed
Vegetables Mixed
Salad
Coconut Apricot
Crunch HM
Custard Pots HM

Yoghurts
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Lunch Menu: Week Comm. 27th November 2017

Peach Slices

Melon Wedges
HM

Parent Survey
Please remember to fill in the parent survey that was sent home last week, on
behalf of 134 Marketing. If you have misplaced the email with the relevant link, please
contact the School Office. The survey will be open until 11pm on Wednesday 29th
November.

Fathima from The Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice talked to the school on
Thursday about how they help children and their families make every
precious moment count. This local charity is reliant on the generosity
of individuals and groups. At Lyonsdown we would like to help these
poorly children have some fun and treats to look forward to. The
Friends of Lyonsdown has very kindly offered to donate a percentage
for Noah’s Ark from our forthcoming Christmas cake sale.
Grateful thanks!

Artist of the week
Well done Demi (Year 5)
This is a vibrant, eye-catching painting
of a Ghanaian woman wearing Kente cloth.
You have thought about the composition,
colours and patterns very carefully.
Congratulations on creating such a splendid piece of work!

The Week Ahead
Mon 27th

Last Violin Lessons

Tues 28th

Last Chess Club

Thurs 30th

Years 3-6 Young Shakespeare
Company in school: Romeo & Juliet.
Year 2 Boys Dodgeball at King’s
House School—Away leave school

Mobile-free site

Please do not use your phone anywhere on
School grounds, including the School Office
and the walkways between the school gate
and the playground and the School Office.

at 1:30pm
Fri 1st Dec

Years 3-6 Trip to Chicken Shed
(Years 3 & 4 will arrive back at school
between 3.30pm and 3.45pm. Years
5 & 6 between 3.45pm and 4pm)
Last Football Club
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ISA NATIONAL ART & FILM /DIGITAL ART COMPETITION
I am very pleased to announce that Lyonsdown School won several prizes at the recent annual ISA National Art
Competition. Nine pieces of art work was created by pupils from across the year groups which came first in their
class at the regional competition and went through to the Nationals held in Coventry.
See the results below:

Year 6 Collage ‘Converse Shoes’ 1st Prize 2D Art
Group, Key Stage 2

Savannah 1H ‘Kingfisher’ Painting: Runner Up,
2D Art Individual EYFS

Last Year’s Reception Classes ‘Mixed Media
Colour Wheel’: Highly Commended, 2D Art Group

RD Pupils Clay Sculptures ‘Old Mac Donald & His
Animals, 1st Prize 3D Art Group, EYFS

Amelia 2P ‘Fruit from the Garden’: Runner Up,
Drawing Individual EYFS

Safiya 2P ‘Tinga Tinga Zebra’: Highly Commended,
2D Art Individual Key Stage 1

Well done to all the fantastic young
artists of Lyonsdown.

1st Prize in the EYFS Digital Art Category
‘Smartie the Penguin’

Mrs Cowie

