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P RO U D TO B E A
LY O N S D O W N P U P I L
Situated in the leafy suburb of New
Barnet, Lyonsdown School provides a
happy and secure environment in which
children can thrive and achieve personal
excellence.
Primary education provides the foundation
for the whole of a child’s life. We are
proud of our pupils’ many achievements
and the significant value added qualities of
the school.
Lyonsdown has the facilities for high
quality teaching and learning, yet is small
enough for each child to be nurtured as an
individual. Class sizes allow the caring,
well qualified staff to help pupils achieve
high standards, not only academically, but
creatively, physically and aesthetically in
an atmosphere of relaxed purposefulness.

3

P R I D E I N T H E P R E S E N T P R O U D O F T H E PA S T
Founded in 1906, the school has built on
its traditional values to create a
curriculum and environment to prepare
children to take their place in the 21st
century.
Our philosophy is that a child’s education
is a shared responsibility between school
and home. We enjoy and positively
encourage the support of parents,
offering a partnership that embraces
regular contact and communication.
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Families are welcomed to be part of our
active parents’ association, Friends of
Lyonsdown School.
Building on the resources of our library
and ICT facility in the Centenary year, a
joint project between the parents (Friends
of Lyonsdown) and the school, enabled
the remaining patch of land at the side of
the building to be reclaimed during
2009/10 to create a garden and outdoor
learning area. From Foundation Stage to

Year 6 the children gain much from
expanded opportunities for learning
experiencies presented by the use of
this facility.
We have also extended and completely
replaced the school kitchen where cooked
lunches are provided for children from
Year 1 to Year 6 inclusively.
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P R O U D T O B E A LY O N S D O W N L E A R N E R
The majority of our places at Lyonsdown
are allocated to boys and girls at PreReception and Reception age, where
admission is via a waiting list and a
parental meeting with the Headmistress.
The Early Years Foundation Stage creates
the basis on which future building blocks
of learning can be developed. Great care
is given to the development of social
skills, confidence and enthusiasm for
learning, both in the classroom and in the

outdoor learning areas. Children are
encouraged to progress and develop their
skills, knowledge and understanding
across six areas of learning:
• Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
• Communication, Language and Literacy
• Problem Solving, Reasoning
and Numeracy
• Knowledge and Understanding
of the World

• Physical Development
• Creative Development
which are appropriate to their age and
development. Reception children are
introduced to specialist teachers for ICT,
music and PE. Teaching in these subjects
takes place in specifically designed
teaching areas. French (which is optional
in Pre-Reception), becomes part of the
curriculum from Reception and is
specialist taught.
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P RO U D TO D EV E LO P A
SENSE OF COMMUNITY
Pupils continue their learning in the Lower
School under the pastoral care of their class
teachers, who develop a detailed understanding
of each child and their abilities.
The curriculum broadens to cater for the
needs of 6 and 7 year olds and in Year 2,
science is taught by a specialist teacher in
a science laboratory. Art and design
technology are also taught in a separate
room. Project work allows opportunities
for historical and geographical study,
expanding pupils’ knowledge of the worldpast and present.
Children are encouraged to build upon
their early years experiences, and results
from Standardised Assessment Tests are
expected to exceed national levels.

P RO U D TO G I V E
THEIR BEST
Lyonsdown education continues for girls in
the Upper School. Throughout Years 3 to
6, eight to eleven year olds extend their
knowledge of subjects, studying them in
greater depth. They begin to develop the
disposition needed to become selfmotivated learners.
Girls are encouraged to develop
independent critical thinking, to express
thoughts and feelings, to write creatively
and use their imagination. They enjoy
using their numeracy skills, interpreting
and using data and applying their
knowledge to problem solving situations.
Information and computer technology is an
integral part of work across the curriculum
and art is taught by a specialist teacher.
The girls are encouraged to develop their
understanding of French, to encourage an
interest in modern foreign languages.
Pupils’ education is supplemented through
a wide variety of educational visits. They also
enjoy the benefits of visitors from the
community – such as theatre groups and other
interactive workshops. Year 5 and 6 participate
in residential trips during the Summer Term.
During Year 6, many girls sit entrance
examinations for leading independent and
selective maintained schools. External test
results have been well above the national
average for many years.
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P R O U D T O B E C O N F I D E N T , C A R I N G I N D I V I D UA L S
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At Lyonsdown we place a high priority on
personal development. Growth in moral,
spiritual and cultural values is encouraged
as part of the everyday ethos of the school.

irrespective of individual religious
commitment. We also enjoy recieving
speakers from national charities and local
places of worship.

Daily collective worship is broadly
Christian in character in accordance with
the school’s foundation. Assemblies
provide an opportunity for the school
community to gather together to
consider spiritual and moral issues

The religious education curriculum is
based on the teaching of Christianity but
also gives opportunities for pupils to
learn about other religions. The beliefs of
all members of our community are valued
and discussed.

All classes have discreet lessons in
personal, social, health, moral education
and citizenship. Learning in this subject
also permeates all other curriculum areas.
We feel strongly that children should be
given the opportunities to develop their
own set of human values, to learn respect
for the feelings of others and to develop
confidence and self-esteem.

P RO U D TO E N J OY P HYS I CAL W E LL-B E I N G
Pupils are encouraged to develop their
physical skills through a variety of
activities. Physical education is
considered to be an important ingredient
in the development of confidence and
team work, in addition to its contribution
towards healthy growth and
development.
Gymnastics and dance are taught from
an early age by a specialist teacher. All

pupils enjoy the use of a large purposebuilt gymnasium. Healthy competition is
embraced and children’s many
achievements - both in and out of school
are celebrated.
As pupils move through the school,
foundations are laid in the sports of:
netball, hockey, football, athletics,
rounders and tennis.
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P ROU D I N
PERFORMANCE
Creativity, vital for a fulfilling adult life, is
fostered through participation in
assemblies, presentations, plays and
productions.
Enjoyment of music is echoed by the dayto-day involvement of all pupils, many of
whom learn to play a wide variety of
instruments and develop their vocal skills.
Opportunities are also built into the
curriculum for children to express
themselves through drama.
The quality of the art work owes much to
the dedicated Art Room and specialist
teacher. An interest in culture is
stimulated by visits to museums and
galleries.
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P RO U D TO B E
E N V I R O N M E N TA L LY
AWA R E
Lyonsdown pupils are encouraged to think
for themselves and explore the
environment around them, seeking
answers to their questions and those of
others.
Opportunities are taken to fully utilise the
outdoor area where the school curriculum
can be expanded to encompass a wider
sense of learning and awe and wonder
about our environment.
The children are becoming mini-market
gardeners as well as refreshing and
expanding mind and body in the outdoor
world.
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P RO U D TO B E I NTE R E STE D
A wide variety of extra-curricular
activities allow pupils to extend their
experience in some areas and gives them
opportunities to learn new skills.
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Clubs are offered appropriate to the age
of the children. As well as sporting and
physical activity clubs such as:
gymnastics, netball and football, a wide
range of opportunities are available for
both younger and older children to
express themselves creatively.

Throughout the year the school is
involved in a number of charity events,
many of which are linked to the local
community. Other projects participated
in, such as humanitarian fund-raising,
serve the wider world.

P R O U D T O TA K E O N F U T U R E C H A L L E N G E S
A balanced academic, physical and cultural
education, coupled with a high level of
pastoral care, enables our pupils to grow
and look forward to being part of the
modern world. Our aim is to provide this
balance and give them the confidence to
face all the challenges that the future may
bring. At the same time we aim to teach

our pupils to look beyond themselves and
to consider the needs of the community in
which they live.

Adding value to the lives of the pupils is a
goal towards which we continually strive.

We encourage pupils to work as members
of a team, to acquire qualities of
leadership and take responsibility for
others and for themselves.
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P R O U D T O TA K E O N
F UTU R E C HALLE NG E S
A balanced academic, physical and cultural
education, coupled with a high level of
pastoral care, enables our pupils to grow
and look forward to being part of the modern world. Our aim is to provide this balance and give them the confidence to face
all the challenges that the future may
bring. At the same time we aim to teach
our pupils to look beyond themselves and
to consider the needs of the community in
which they live.
We encourage pupils to work as members
of a team, to acquire qualities of leadership
and take responsibility for others and for
themselves.
Adding value to the lives of the pupils is a
goal towards which we continually strive.
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